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Lord, Help Us Train Our Youth 
By W. M. Czemanske 


EAR Father, Thou hast blessed us 
And from our youth caressed us 
With kind and tender care. 
E’en when opr footsteps falter, 
Let not Thy kindness alter 
The kindness all Thy children share. 


Dear Saviour, Thou hast bought us 
And from our youth hast sought us 
To give our hearts to Thee, 
May Thy rich grace sustain us, 
Thy precious love constrain us 
To tell that Thou hast set us free. 


Dear Comforter, provide us 
With men of God to guide us 
In all Thy saving truth. 
Come, still our ardent yearning, 
Increase our joy of learning 
And help us train our Christian youth. 





May be sung to Heinrich Isaak’s melody, 
“O Welt, Ich Muss Dich Lassen,” or any 
other 7. 7. 6. 7. 7. 8. metric tune. 


W 
Watching for the Morning 


However dark this world may be, 
the Christian has the Blessed Hope, 
For centuries believers have had what 
Adolph Saphir called “the twinkling 
stars of prophecy,” and now the rising 
of the Bright and Morning Star may be 


much nearer than we think. God seems 
to be speaking to His people by many 
~» Signs of large proportions; but undoubt- 
edly He woutd-speak to our hearts more 
often than we realize through the “still 
v 1 voice” of some of the lovely crea- 
‘fees of Hisshandiwork. Only a few 
hours before; thiSynote was written the 
writer witnessed a beautiful scene, which 
spoke to his heart’of some of God's truth. 
The early May morning was dark and 
still, with an overcast sky and few stars. 
As the first faint light showed in the 
east, it awoke that magnificent chorus 
of bird song, old but ever new, which 
Seems like a paean of praise to the 
Creator for His faithfulness in bringing 
in the new day and providing food for 
all His creatures. The symphony was 
dominated by the sweet carols of the 
robins, and, as though ‘at a signal ‘from 
an unseen leader, in came the soft, low 
notes of the mourning dove, the inter- 
mittent song of the red-eyed vireo, the 
bell-like tones of the wood thrush, the 
piccolo of the song sparrow, and even 
the raucous call of the crested fly- 
catcher. Song seems to be their first 
duty, even before feeding. Then there 
was an orange glow low down on the 


Lessons From the 


66D rondo Billy Graham came to 
London,” wrote Mr. Norman 
Baker, editorial secretary of the 
China Inland Mission, “many wondered 
about the reception he would receive 
from the conservative and cafitious Eng- 
lish. He and his team have now been 
here several weeks, and we have the 
answer. There is nothing said or done 
that offends good taste. There are no 
stunts or novelties. The hymns, whether 
new or old, are none of them light and 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“The beloved of the Lord shall 


dwell in safety by him; and the 
Lord shall cover him all the day 
long, and he shall dwell between 
his shoulders” (Deut. 33:12). 













































eastern horizon, making graceful silhou- 
ettes of the maple trees, and tinging the 
long gray clouds with red and’gold. As 
the sun rose, the Master Artist wiped 
out the dark shades from the immense 
canvas of the sky, leaving white clouds 
here and there against the blue; and a 
glorious new spring day began. Now, 
in the good providence of God, whose 
judgments are unsearchable, “and his 
ways past finding out,” the Bible Success 
Band verse for the day was this: “My 
soul waiteth for the Lord more than 
they that watch for the morning: I say, 
more than they that watch for the morn- 
ing” (Psa. 130:6). How appropriate it 
seemed as the light of the new day dis- 
pelled the darkness! Doubtless its pri- 
mary application is to patient trust in 
the Lord, waiting for Him to work. But 
how beautifully it fits the eager expecta- 
tion of the Lord’s people throughout the 
world today who “love his appearing”! 
The Lord Jesus will come again, for He 
has promised, and His eoming may not 
be far distant. It must gladden, His 
heart when He sees us look up from our 
work now and then, in loving anticipa- 
tion, and knows that our hearts are pre- 
pared to welcome Him joyously, 


London Campaign 


superficial. What slight American flavor 
there is in either speech or style is a 
pleasant one, and helps rather than hin- 
ders the presentation of the message. 
: . Billy Graham has clearly the 
gift of an evangelist. His utterance is 
authoritative and commanding, pungent 
and free, yet winsome and persuasive. 
He is truly blessed with a saving sense 
of humor and discretion.” — 

Mr. Baker, who is on the staff of the 
London headquarters of the China In- 
land Mission, attended many of the Billy 
Graham meetings at Harringay, and 
wrote his impressions ih a series of notes 
which he sent to the C. I. M. headquar- 
ters in Philadelphia. Toward the close 
of the crusade Mr. Baker attended a 
meeting for ministers held in the West- 
minster Central Hall, which brought 
together 2,400 “ministers of all de- 
nominations and of every variety of 
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churchmanship within those denomina- 
tions, as the chairman put it, ‘High and 
low; broad and shallow!’” Billy Gra- 
ham was the last of four speakers at 
that meeting, and at that time he told 
of lessons that had been learned by the 
crusade. Mr. Baker reported them as 
follows: 

“The power of prayer. The extent of 
it was unprecedented. Possibly only now 
were prayers of fifty years ago being 
answered. 

“The importance of the power of God’s 
Word. ‘As the rain... so shall my word 
be.’ ‘It is sanctified by the word of God.’ 
There is (1) authority in the Word of 
God: the more he quoted it the greater 
was the response. ‘Be like a king on 
the throne when you wield this Book.’ 
(2) Clarity in presentation. (3) Simplic- 
ity, He found that university students 
opened heart and mind to the simply 
stated Gospel. J. S. Stewart said that the 
bane of British preaching is the fear of 
repetition. Billy Graham thought that 
ministers preached for the hearing of 
one another rather than to the level 
of spiritual intelligence possessed by 
their congregations. 

“The need to preach with urgency in 
a day of H-bombs. We should preach 
on an emergency basis, commando basis. 
The hour is brief; at least our hour is 
brief; it will in any case soon be the 
end of the world for us (whatever our 
eschatological views!). 

“Preach for decision. Jesus and Paul 
forced men to a-decision. Give the op- 
portunity for decision. The outward act 


and gesture help register the inward re- 


solve. 

“The importance of atmosphere, That 
of Harringay was wonderful. At times 
Billy Graham did not know what he 
was going to say, but he never felt 
so able to. preach, nor so powerful to 
preach. He often felt like a spectator 
of God’s working and himself as being 
detached. Did time allow he could thrill 
us with stories of the conversions of 
men and women. Some were titled per- 
sons, some from the universities, some 
newspapermen, some whose names were 
household words, Some knew not why 
’ they came to the front. One remarked 
that half way through the sermon he 
lost sense of being addressed by Billy 
Graham: it was as though God was 
speaking direct to him, 

“While we make sure of right vertical 
relations (with God), let us be careful 
to insist on applied Christianity in daily 
life—on right horizontal relations (with 
men). 

“God honors faith; e.g., the venture 
of this Crusade and the response of God 
beyond our wildest dreams. 

“Modern methods of. publicity can be 
effectively used in the service of the 
Gospel, 


“Men will give when blest spiritually; 
eg., the giving for the London Crusade 
has been three times per capita what 
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is usually received .in such collections. 
The result has been only slightly below 
the level of U.S.A. giving—where life 
is much easier. 

“The harvest in England is ripe. There 
is a new hunger in the heart since the. 
war. We must contact men for Christ. 
The harvest here is whiter than in the 
U.S.A. The relays of meetings by Post 
Office cables, which have been so amaz- 
ingly successful (300 coming to the front 
at one such service in Bristol), would 
be more difficult a method to use in the 
U.S.A., where probably the people would 
not come for so impersonal a meeting. 

“The importance of warmth in our 
meetings and services. At least one 
service on Sunday should be warm and 
evangelistic, with the touch of informal> 


ity. It was up to the Anglican Church , 


to see how such could be arranged within 
the framework of their system; but he 
felt it was necessary. 

“The importance of laymen in the 
church. 

“Christ still has power to change lives. 
At Harringay actresses, doctors, titled 
people, businessmen, factory workers 





July 10, 1954 


had all been found of Him. One MP. 
had written to say that although he had 
not gone forward his life had been com- 
pletely changed. The Rev, Ronald Park 
Says that in his church there are three 
brothers now converted and two of the 
wives. On the plea of a Midland pastor 
a reserved seat ticket was found for a 
man who could only attend on a Satur- 
day (all other tickets had gone). His 
wife and children had previously made 
a decision, hence the pastor’s anxious 
wish for the husband. He was converted 
the Saturday evening he came—his only 
visit to Harringay. One of the films now 
in the making is, I‘think, chiefly about 
three outstanding cases of conversions. 
On ali hands one has heard of the new 
life being entered by many. 

$Co-ordination and teamwork are pos- 
sible. 

“Don’t build a separate organization, 
but follow up the work that has been 
begun. Of those helped at Harringay 
it is possible that 10,000 may not be 
adequately followed up because of the 
lack of counselors and other immediate 
help.” 








Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Books on Revelation 

Have you ever printed a bibliog- 
raphy on the Book of Revelation? 

I have two books, “The Wonders ‘of 
the Great Unveiling,” by L. Sale-Har- 
rison; and “Simple Studies in Revela- 
tion,” by Pettingill. But there must 
be many more. 

Perhaps you could refer me to a list 
of other fundamental teachers who 
have written on this book of the New 
Testament.—A New York reader. 

The two books mentioned by the New 
York reader were written by two well- 
known, thoroughly sound Bible teachers 
and writers and also contributors to and 
friends of THe Sunpay ScHoot TIMeEs. 
The book by Dr. Harrison may be ob- 
tained frormg the author, 707.N. 188th St., 
Seattle 33; $1.50. The book by the late 
Dr. Pettingill was published by the Van 
Kampen Press, Wheaton, Ill, $1. 

Other good books on Revelation are 
as follows: 2 - 

“The Book of Revelation,” by Clarence 
Larkin (Rev. Clarence Larkin Estate, 
2802 N. Park Ave., Philadelphia 32; $3). 

“Lectures on Revelation,” with chart, 
by Dr, H. 4K. Ironside (Loizeaux Bros., 
19 W. 21st St., New York 10, paper, $1.75; 
cloth, $2.50). 

“The Book of Revelation,” by Dr. Wm. 
R. Newell (Moody Press, 820 N. LaSalle 
St., Chicago 10; $3.50). 

“Revelation,” by M. R. DeHaan (Zon- 
dervan Pub. Co, 1415 Lake Drive, S.E., 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50). 

“The Revelation,” by R. H. Boll (Word 
& Work Publishers, 2518 Portland Ave., 
Louisville, Ky., $1.25). 


“The Book of Revelation,” by James H. 
McConkey (Silver Pub. Society, Bes- 
semer Bldg., Pittsburgh 22, Free on re- 
quest). 

All of these books, with the exception 
of Dr, Sale-Harrison’s, may be ordered 
through the Times Book Service, 1800 
Arch St., Philadelphia 3. 


Was Faber a Catholic? 


In the “Notes on Open Letters” of 
the May 29th issue, I read that “Fred- 
erick William Faber ... left the 
Anglican Church to join the Roman 
Catholic Church.” I was greatly taken 
back, reading this, as I always heard 
the reverse, that he left the Roman 
Catholic Church. If this is an error, 
will you please correct it? 

It seems to me his valued writings 
confirm the fact that he left the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. 

Would I be imposing on your kind- 
ness if I asked that all fourteen verses 
of that wonderful poem by F. W. Faber 
be published in the Tomes? Rather, I 
mean, the remaining six verses that 
you did not include, so that we might 
have the entire poem—A New York 
reader. 

The statement that Dr, Faber left the 
Anglican Church to join the Roman 
Catholic Church was based,on the intro- 
duction to a collection of his hymns pub- 
lished in 1880 by Murphy and Company, 
182 Baltimore St., Baltimore, which was 
the first American edition, “from the 
Author’s last edition of 1861.” The In- 

* (Continued on page 590) 
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ll. Uncle John Vassar, the Praying Personal Worker 


A brewery worker who became a Bible warrior - 





HEN he called on President U. S. 

V V Grant, he paid him the respect 

due the chief executive of the 
United ‘States, but did not let go of his 
hand until he had told him of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and courteously questioned 
him regarding his experience of the new 
birth. Introduced to Brigham Young, 
the Mormon leader, he made the same 
appeal and pressed the same searching 
question concerning his soul.4 

Unique among personal workers was 
this humble colporteur of the American 
Tract Society. No more resourceful, 
colorful, prayerful, and fruitful personal 
soul-winner has traveled up and down 
the United States than Uncle John Vas- 
sar. He often referred to himself ‘as the 
Good Shepherd’s dog, hunting the lost 
sheep, but his friends affectionately 
called him “Uncle John.” 

John E. Vassar (1813-1878) refused to 
accept ordination or to be considered 
as a clergyman in any sense, but he held 
the pastoral office in highest esteem and 
gave much of his life in helping pastors 
in soul-winning labors. He loved to 
pray, exhort, sing, visit, and do personal 
work while others did the preaching. 


When the Light Broke 

At the age of twenty-eight, while 
working in a Poughkeepsie, N. Y., brew- 
ery, he became deeply concerned about 
his soul. For a week'he agonized under 
powerful and searching conviction of the 
Holy Spirit while his friends prayed for 
him. Then the light broke, his burden 
rolled away, and sweet peace and as- 
surance flooded his soul. Radiant with 
Christian joy and overflowing with the 
love of God, he united with the local 
Baptist church and joined in its activ- 
ities. 

He had had but little schooling and real- 
ized that he must come into a practical 
mastery of God’s Word if he was to be 
a strong Christian. He read the Bible 
at every opportunity. During spare time, 
he spent hour after hour poring over its 
pages and praying over them. He even 
wrote Scripture verses on the wall of the 
brewery and memorized them while he 
worked, At the same time he began to 
talk to others about their hope in Christ. 
He soon became a power in the prayer 
circles and evangelistic meetings around 
his home community, and pastors would 
send for him to help them during re- 
vival meetings. 

In a brief span of time, divine provi- 
dence seemed to release him from fam- 





1From “Uncle John Vassar, or, The Fight 
of Faith,” by Walter B. Vassar, p. 203. (Jud- 
son Press, Philadelphia, 1879; out of print.) 


Succeeding page references in this article are 
to this same volume. 





“He one day met a man on the road, 
resting his team,” said one who knew 
Uncle John Vassar, “who, on being 
approached, loudly avowed himself 
an infidel. So tremendous was the 
pressure under which Uncle John 
put him that in five minutes, with 
wonder and penitence written on his 
face, he gladly bowed to have prayer 
offered in his behalf, and on arising 
and parting he said, ‘I need the Sav- 
iour, and will seek Him.’” Another 
time Uncle John said to a man, just 
as he was going into a meeting, “My 
dear friend, do you love Jesus?” The 
man replied, “I do not know that that 
concerns you, sir.” “Oh, yes, it does,” 
said Uncle John; “in these days of 
rebellion does it not concern every 
citizen as to which side every other 
citizen may take? How much more 
when the world is in rebellion against 
God should we be cencerned to know 
who is on the Lord’s side.” The man 
had nothing to say, and before the 
meeting was over he rose and asked 
the prayers of God’s people. These 
incidents are typical of the indefat- 
igable personal worker whom Dr. 
Whitesell describes in this second 
article of his series of six bio- 
graphical sketches. 
L 


= 








ily responsibilities so that he might give 
all his time to the Lord’s work. In 1847 
his little boy died, and the next year, 
the older one, a lad of nine, passed away. 
In 1849 his father died and then his 
wife. In 1850 he became a full-time 
missionary for the American Tract So- 
ciety at a salary of $150 a year, plus 
traveling expenses. 

He reveled in his work of distributing 
Christian literature (“giving legs to Bax- 
ter and Bunyan,” he called it) and doing 
personal work with every person he met. 
Dr. A. J. Gordon wrote of him: 


“He traveled from Maine to Florida, 
from the Atlantic coast to the Pacific, 
on foot, on horseback, by rail, and by 
steamer, resting not in summer or in 
winter, in the one intense, eager pur- 
suit of souls; and wherever you found 
him there was the same burning zeal 
speaking out in his looks and in his 
words” (p. 6). 

In 1854 he married again, but with 
the understanding that it was not to 
interfere with his itinerant soul-winning 
labors. The years 1863-65 he spent work- 
ing among the soldiers of the Union 
armies, winning thousands to Christ. 
Captured once by Stuart’s Confederate 
cavalry, he was suspected of being a 
spy, but so strong was his witness for 
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Christ and so powerful his prayers that 
he was released with this message to 
General Stuart: “Take this man’s prom- 
ise that he will not tell of our where- 
abouts for twenty-four hours, and let us 
see him out of our lines, or we will have 
a prayer meeting from here to Rich- 
mond” (p, 89). 

In 1868 he worked in Florida, and in 
1869-71 ‘he was out in Kansas and up and 
down the Pacific coast, but his remain- 
ing years he spent in the East. Worn 
out by his sacrificial and intense labors 
for the salvation of men, he went to be 
with the Lord on December 6, 1878, in 
Poughkeepsie. 

He practiced the direct approach in 
personal evangelism. His first question 
was usually, “My friend, have you been 
born again?” He believed that his pros- 
pect’s first reactions to this question re- 
vealed his true spiritual status. If one 
had been born again, he would not mind 
the question and would gladly e¢onfess 
his experience; but if he had not been 
born again, he would likely be confused 
and make excuses. Dr. A. J. Gordon 
testified: 

“Hence John Vassar’s method was to 
strike a man at once with the most 
direct and vital question which could 
be brought to bear. Instead of hinting 
by a lengthened introduction what he 
proposed to do, he did it before his sub- 
ject had time to gather himself up or 
brace himself against the attack. And 
no sooner. was the battle opened than it 
was followed up with the intensest rapid- 
ity, by appeal, and argument, and warn- 
ing, and entreaty, all ending in a most 
fervent and melting plea at the throne” 
of grace that the Spirit would seal his 
words to him who had heard them” 
(p. 12). 


His Habitual Life of Prayer 

He was naturally energetic, vivacious, 
friendly, and sympathetic, but all these 
qualities were backed up by his habitual 
and almost unbroken life of prayer. One 
friénd wrote: 

“He absolutely prayed day and night. 
Prayed about everything. Prayed over 
everything. Prayed for almost every- 
body, and prayed with almost everybody 
whom he met. He prayed when he went 
out, and when he came in. He prayed 
before every religious service, and then 
prayed all the way through it. I have 
roomed with him night after night, and 
rarely went to sleep without hearing him 
at prayer, or awoke without finding him 
at prayer” (p. 188). 

On special occasions he practiced 


prayer and fasting. A Civil War soldier 
said that Uncle John left the print of his 
knees in every company street of that 
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division. One officer said, “I can stand 
up under any man’s prayers but Uricle 
John Vassar’s” (p. 109). In public prayer, 
he often reached an eloquence . and 
power that seemed to be of another 
world, 

One fame he knelt in prayer at the 
close of Sunday school in a Brooklyn, 
N. Y., church, and pleaded for the chil- 
dren who gathered around. Soon a boy 
dropped on his knees and crawled under 
Uncle John’s uplifted arm, and sobbed 
out his committal to Christ. Others fol- 
lowed until the intercessor was sur- 
rounded by a group who were led to 
Christ by that prayer. 

While working in the Army of the 
Potomac, he came upon several officers 
Seated around a keg of beer. They in- 
vited him.to join them and take a drink.| 
He replied that he would have to ask 
the blessing of God first, and grasping 
one of them by the arm, he went to his 
knees and poured out such an ardent 
prayer for the company that they were 
glad to let him go. 

John Vassar was strong in faith. No 
individual was too hard or too high and 
mighty ‘for him to tackle; neither was 
any person, regardless_of race, color, or 
condition, so low or so poor that he 
would ignore him. No church or com- 
munity was too hardened or too hope- 
less for him to grapple with. He be- 
lieved that the God of Heaven. could 
send a revival anywhere if there were 
enough prayer and personal witnessing. 

He came to know his Bible intimately 
and could quote it with an accuracy and 
deftness that vanquished opponents and 
melted lost sinners. 

While blunt and abrupt, yet he had a 
tact that was Spirit-taught. He seldom 
made a blunder. His khowledge of hu- 
man nature seemed intuitive. He read 
people at a glance, and pierced the sur- 
face of things with amazing ease. He 
could adjust himself to all classes of 
people and to every circumstance. 

His genuine humility and whole- 
hearted sincerity disarmed men. He was 
utterly unselfish and self-sacrificing, and 
his love for lost souls was consuming. 

Once engaged in conversation with 
a lost person, he was hard to shake off. 
He would hold on tenaciously and press 
hard for a decision on the spot. He 
knew how to mingle warning, entreaty, 
appeal, and prayer in the right propor- 
tions. The Rev. J. K. Manning said of 
him: 

“For three characteristics especially he 
is remembered here. 

“First, his resort to prayer when met 
by cavilling or gainsaying tongues, and 
his readiness to plead with men, and for 
men, in any place, and in every circum- 
stance. 

“Second, his persistent holding of the 
penitent and inquiring soul to the prom- 
ises of God as the means and source of 
comfort. He was the most faithful to 
the’ Word of God of any man I ever 
knew. 
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“Third, the impression made on all 
minds that doing good was the mission 
of his life. Many speak of him yet as 
the man who knew ‘nothing excepting 
the seeking and saving of souls” (p. 174). 

Is not the greatest need in the Chris- 
tian world today for men of Uncle John’s 
dedication to personal soul-winning? No 
one could, be exactly like Uncle John; 
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but if his Christian character, self-sacri- 
fice, and consuming zeal for the salva- 
tion of lost souls could be matched in 
even one hundred men and women of 
our land today, revivals would break out 
in a hundred places at once and there 
would be a mighty upsurge of New Tes- 
tament Christianity. 
(To be continued) 


XVI. Will the Roman Empire Be Revived? 


The Beast out of the sea and its blasphemous dictator 


HAPTER 13 of the Book of the Rev- 

elation discloses a fearsome, com- 
posite Beast coming up out of the sea. 
The sea symbolizes the restless nations 
of the world, tossed to and fro by the 
unrestrafned lawlessness and sin of the 
last days. To identify the Beast, let us 
turn to Daniel 7, where is recorded Dan- 
iel’s vision of four great world-empires, 
typified by four wild beasts. These 
same empires are also seen in Daniel 2 
as parts of the great image of Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s dream. 

The first was the Babylonian Empire, 
symbolized by the lion with eagle’s 
wings (Dan. 7:4) and the golden head 
of the image (2:37, 38). To this em- 
pire was given the scepter as it fell 
from Judah’s hand because of the apos- 
tasy of those days. It could never have 
been wrested from’ the grasp of God's 
people unless a just and sin-hating God 
had allowed it to come to pass. The 
great Babylonian Empire, with all of its 
magnificent wonders and cities, was not 
long to hold the scepter of world do- 
minion. Its sun set on the night of 
Belshazzar’s impious feast, when the 
armies of Darius took over the city of 
Babylon. 

The second was the Medo-Persian Em- 
pire, symbolized by the bearlike beast 
(7:5), and the silver breast and arms 
of the image (2:39). It wrested the 
scepter from the hand of the Babylo- 





N EXCELLENT chart depict- 

ing the various dispensations in 
“The Course of Time from Eternity 
to Eternity” has been prepared by 
A. E. Booth, and will be found es- 
pecially helpful in reading and 
studying Mr. Ainslie’s series. of 
articles, “The Dawn of the Scarlet 
Age.” The chart is in color, on 
good paper, measuring 33x13 inches, 
and is accompanied by a 34-page 
“key” by the same author. 

Both the chart and key may 
be had for $1, postpaid, per set. 
Just address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, and ask for the 
“Course of Time” chart. 
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nians, and its monarchs were used by 
the Most High in the restoration of Jeru- 
salem and her Temple. This was the 
world-empire in which Daniel ruled, and 
Mordecai and Esther later played so 
important a part, 

The third was the Greco-Macedonian 
Empire, symbolized by the leopard (7:6), 
and the belly and thighs of brass of the 
image (2:39), and founded by Alexander 
the Great, whose brilliant conquests 
smashed all opposing forces. 

The fourth was the Roman Empire, 
represented by a monstrosity with iron 
teeth and ten horns (7:7), the iron legs 
and feet of the image (2: 40-43). 

A prayerful and impartial study of 
Daniel and Revelation should convince 
anyone that an empire, embodying char- 
acteristics of all four earlier world-em- 
pires, but resembling to the largest de- 
gree the fourth or Roman Empire, must 
be brought upon the prophetic scene in 
order to fulfill the events that lie at the 
time of the end, It is true that the name 
of the fourth empire is never mentioned, 
but this is equally true of the other 
three. The image of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream (chap. 2) represents, in its com- 
pleteness, the entire “times of the Gen- 
tiles” from start to finish. It is plain 
that the ten-toe part has not yet ap- 
peared, and cannot appear until the res- 
urrection of the Roman Empire takes 
place. It is known that, in this confed- 
erated state of imperial unity, this em- 
pire has never yet existed. To complete 
the image, the ten-toe kingdom must 
necessarily appear, before the fall of the 
Stone “cut out without hands” (2:34). 
How near we are to its future appear- 
ance it is beyond our power to know. 
One thing is definite and plain, and that 
is that this ten-toed confederated em- 
pire must one day put in its appear- 
ance before the “times of the Gentiles” 
will cease. When it does appear, the 
Stone will fall upon these feet and toes 
with such irresistible power that it will 
smash to shivers this last great imperial 
unity of Gentile nations. Our Lord will 
descend from Heaven in His glorious 
Second Advent. Falling with unprece- 
dented violence upon the toes of iron 
and clay, He will grind them to powder. 
Blown by the winds of God’s wrath, 
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they will pass away forever, and the 
most glorious Kingdom of our Lord 
Jesus will arise and fill the scene. As 
Daniel puts it: “In the days of these 
kings shall the God of heaven set up 
a kingdom, which shall never be de- 
stroyed” (2:44).. This is the fifth king- 
dom, and naturally follows the revived 
Roman kingdom. 

It may be objected that in the last 
days there will not be time to build 
such a revived Roman Empire. This 
should not present any difficulty. How 
Iong did it take Alexander the Great to 
build his vast empire? We are told 
ten years. Who is Alexander compared 
with the Dragon, who, cast down to earth, 
will inspire the revival of the Roman 
Empire? Can we compare any mortal 
with this terrible being and his vast 
host of angels and evil spirits? A mo- 
ment’s thought and reflection as to the 
rapidly changing scientific world should 
show'us that the age in which we live 
is changing rapidly. The atomic and 
hydrogen bombs are already making the 
military and naval equipment of recent 
years obsolete. Who can predict what 
the near future has in store? . 

The resurrected Roman Empire will 
be ‘the counterpart of the kingdom that 
the Dragon has lost in his battle with 
Michael: and his angels (cf. Rev. 12:3 
with 13:1). Stung and angered because 
he has lost this kingdom of the heavens, 
where for vast ages he has reigned, the 
Devil will determine that, if he cannot 
have his kingdom in the heavens, he 
will have a duplicate on the earth. Not 
much is revealed about the heavenly 
places where Satan as “prince of the 
power of the air” now operates, and by 
principalities, powers, and rulers of 
darkness rules the world in religion, poli- 
tics, and opposition to God. Ephesians 
6 has something to say, however, about 
these spiritual hosts of wickedness that 
are today our bitter enemies, and shows 
how they doggedly and determinedly op- 
pose our progress in the things of God. 

The revived Roman Empire will be 
the most blasphemous empire that the 
world has ever known. Upon its head 
are the names of blasphemy. But as 
low as Communism, or Fascism, or Naz- 
ism, or the nations of any age haye sunk 
in blasphemy and godlessness, and no 
matter how cruel they may have been, 
this great Dragon Empire will exceed 
them all. Empires of the past will be 
outstripped in revolting crime and heart- 
less savagery. The character of this 
empire is symbolized by wild and fero- 
cious beasts of the jungle. The leopard, 
symbol of treachery and unchangeable 
sinfulness, springs on his unsuspecting 
victim from behind. The bear, symbol 
of brute strength and tenacity, strikes 
down, or tramples with its massive feet, 
its helpless victims. The lion, with its 
great teeth, crushes the bones of its 
victims, smashing all opposition to 
pieces, These natural animals know no 
tenderness. In the ‘fallen state of the 


) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


whole creation, they have no compassion 
or sense of mercy or sympathy. The 
symbols given plainly indicate the brute 
character of this sinful empire, pitiless, 
inhuman, savage, heartless, finding its 
Satisfaction in atrocity and wanton 
cruelty, heinous and brutish, as it tram- 
ples beneath its feet the victims of that 
hour. This cruelty will be directed 
chiefly against any who dare in these 
days of the Great Tribulation to witness 
for God. 

It wili be the most defiant empire the 
world has ever known. It will challenge 
the very throne of God (Psa. 2) and of 
His Son. Its finest armies and all their 
resources will be marshaled, in its final 
stage, to fight the Son of God. This em- 
pire will erect a throne on earth. This 
throne will be the throne of Satan him- 
self, and upon this throne Satan will 
set his superman, the Antichrist, who 
will, in bold defiance, claim homage and 
adoration given only to deity. 

This great monarch of the resurrected 
Roman Empire will electrify the world 
when he appears, and he will be the 
wonder of the ages. Many will be filled 
with profound admiration for him and 
will cry out in their jubilant hour of 
triumph, “Who is like unto the beast? 
who is able to make war with him?” 
(Rev. 13:4.) He will challenge in bold 
and open defiance the Son of God. This 
greatest autocrat the world has ever 
known, this last and most terrible tyrant, 
the world’s final and wicked dictator, 
will, inspired by demon frenzy, attempt 
to settle the greatest problem this world 
has ever known, the sovereignty of the 
world. Like tyrants of the past, he is 
doomed to defeat. He will meet his ig- 
noble end in the capture and banishment 
that await him, and be cast alive into 
the lake of fire, 

The revived Roman Empire will be the 
most universal empire that earth has 
ever known. Many well-meaning stu- 
dents argue over the boundaries of this 
coming empire. Strictly speaking, there 
is no doubt that the nucleus of this 
coming empire will be forméd around 
the shores of the Mediterranean Sea. 
This was the case with all four world- 
kingdoms of the past. But the chapter 
discloses a fact that seems to have been 
entirely overlooked by many prophetic 
students. Though its metropolis will be 
Rome on the Tiber, and the surrounding 
lands around the shores of the Great 
Sea will form its powerful center, this 
vast empire will stretch like a huge oc- 
topus embracing in its mighty tentacles 
all “kindreds, and tongues, and nations” 
(v. 7). This scarlet empire will com- 
pass the whole earth until not one land 
escapes its foul embrace; 

The revived Roman Empire will be 
the most wonderful of all the ages. It 
will be the greatest masterpiece upon 
which man ever gazed. It will command 
every avenue of earthly power, science, 
wealth, economies, military and naval 
resources, This universal empire will 
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enslave the whole world, every brow 
and hand will be branded (vs. 15-17), 
marked for eternal retribution without 
freedom of any kind—religious, racial, or 
political. 

The revived Roman Empire will be 
the most scarlet empire that the world 
has ever seén. The word “scarlet” can 
be used in many ways. It can be ap- 
plied in all these ways to the resurrected 
Roman Empire. Scarlet is the color of 
sin, sin double-dyed in iniquity (sa. 
1:18). This empire will exceed all others 
in the enormity of wickedness and in 
the depths of its total depravity. Scar- 
let is the color of bloodshed. What a 
world it will be then, crimsoned and 
reddened by the shedding of the blood 
of thousands in awful blood baths. Scar- 
let is the color of lawlessness. It is 
used of Communism; it is also used of 
Papal Rome. Scarlet will be seen even 
in nature itself, the heavenly orbs turn- 
ing scarlet casting their lurid shadows 
upon this forsaken world, the rivers, 


(Continued on page 588) 








Plagued With Summeritis? 
By Harry A. Tritt 


S YOUR Sunday school afflicted with 
“summeritis”? Is the increased num- 
ber of visitors during July and August 
more than offset by the absence of regu- 
lar members? Is there a corresponding 
lack of interest and enthusiasm among 
class members? Are you plagued 
with getting substitutes for vacationing 
teachers? Do teachers themselves be- 
come less enthusiastic, and perhaps dis- 
couraged, as they see no more than half 
a class each Sunday morning? If your 
answers are “Yes,” to these questions, 
then your Sunday school is no better 
off, or no worse off, than hundreds of 
others. Many years of Sunday school 
work had convinced me that there was 
very little that could be done about this 
situation and that this summer lethargy 
was to be expected and accepted as in- 
evitable. ' 
However, I saw a plan i his onlin in 
York, Pa., this past summer, which, while 
not a magic cure-all for summer let- 
down, did offer a solution to many of 
these problems, and I am convinced that 
“summeritis” is not a necessary evil. 
August in our Sunday school was 
known as “Teacher Vacation Month,” 
during which time all the teachers of 
the Adult and Young People’s depart- 
ments were excused from their duties. 
Each Sunday these classes convened in 
the main assembly room, and the morn- 
ing’s lesson was taught to the entire 
group by a visitor. For example, a les- 
son on “Fhe Christian Home,” was taught 
by a Juvenile Delinquency official, a 
hard-working layman of another denom- 
ination. His daily contact with children 
from‘non-Christian homes, gave him an 


(Continued on page 588) 
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Journal, Dr. Vaughn Rees tells of his 

experiences in a Chinese Christian 
community during the early days of Com- 
munism. The Communists had a créche 
for sick children, and, during an epi- 
demic of measles, four-fifths of them died. 
In the Christian créche only two out 
of sixty-seven died. 

This excited the curiosity of the Com- 
munists, and they called a meeting to 
consider the reason for so great a dis- 
crepancy. Several hundreds were gath- 
ered. The Communist doctor, after ask- 
ing some routine medical questions, 
turned to Pastor Ching (who was later 
martyred, Stephenlike, by stoning), and 
asked: 

“Our great trouble is that we cannot 
get nurses to love the children, really 
love them. What methods do you use 
to this end?” 

Imagine the scene. All these young 
Communists with pencils poised. I could 
almost see the headings of their note- 
books, “Rules for making nurses love 
' their children.” Pastor Ching arose, and 
said, “If they have the Lord Jesus in 
their hearts they must love, for He is 
love.” 

The chairman was visibly vexed, but 
he went on, “Do your children swear? 
Do they fight?” and then, “Do your 
nurses steal the drugs?” 

Mr. Ching gave a negative reply, and 
the chairman continued, “How then do 
you prevent this stealing?” 

To which Mr. Ching answered, “Steal- 
ing, lying, and fighting will always take 
place until Jesus changes hearts.” 


The Gospel was to be preached to all 
people; its followers were to be hated 
among all nations, This Chinese Chris- 
tian group of highest quality has been 
broken up. The Communist Antichrist 
in East Germany drew from Bishop Di- 
belius a pastoral letter in which he tells 
of persecution: 

“The cries of our. church folk daily 
rise, ‘We are being forced to say things 
which, for truth’s sake, we cannot say, 
to do things against which our con- 
science rebels. Yet by refusal to co- 
operate we are in constant danger of 
losing our freedom (by imprisonment), 
our livelihood, and the means of sup- 
porting our children. 

“Most pitiful of all are the cries of 
parents whose children, under pressure 
from schools and youth organizations, 
are starting to write and.say things 
which they do not believe. They are 


if THE Christian Medical Society 


made to despise the Christian faith and 
are taught that there is no God and that 
Christ never existed.” 

In Kenya Colony a recent statement 


regarding the Mau Mau atrocities says 
that the Presbyterian native church 
numbers sixty martyrs. A typical in- 
stance is that of two elderly women 
evangelists, who were surprised by a 
band of terrorists with strangling cords 
and ordered “to drink the oath,” a mur- 
der oath accompanied with a brew of 
witch doctor’s ingredients. With the 
cord about her neck one of them per- 
sistently refused: “I drink the blood 
of Jesus in the Communion; no other.” 
Four times she was revived after un- 
consciousness, only to be finally stran- 
gled. Before the other could be sim- 
ilarly despatched, an alarm scared off 
the terrorists. 


A scholarly English pastor, writing of 
the Graham meetings, says: “There is 
nothing ordinary here. Extraordinary 
is the multitude, so are the seyen 
churches of praying people, who remain 
all night beseeching the Holy Spirit to 
take control of everything and every- 
one. Such music as welcomed us be- 
longs to the secret places of the Most 
High. A verse of our Lord’s Sermon on 
the Mount, repeated by 12,000, makes 
description difficult. Two consecrated 
film stars who had flown across the At- 
lantic just for the joy of saying a word 
for Jésus is something different. That 
solemn hush in prayer time cannot be 
set down in words. 

“I began to give the preacher marks 
for his Biblical knowledge and for his 
theology, when a figure (and it was 
Gamaliel) seemed to rise in the Arena 
and point to me and say, ‘Away with 
your show of knowledge and your Bib- 
lical figuring. When these people pray, 
open your eyes and see what happens.’ 
I did. I declare that Malachi saw only 
half of what we saw, for only the win- 
dows of Heaven were opened for him. 
For us Heaven’s door as well opened 
and the vast space was insufficient to 
receive the number seeking the Lord 
and His salvation.” 


The Rocky Mount Baptist Church, 
North Carolina, voted almost two to one 
to leave the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion. The minority laid claim to the 
church property and took the case to 
court. In this they had the backing of 
the Convention leaders, who secured one 
of the most outstanding law firms of 
the state for the prosecution. Between 
fifteen and twenty leading figures in the 
Convention were present: the president 
of Wake Forest, the president of the 
North Carolina State Convention, pro- 
fessors in the Southern Baptist Theolog- 
ical Seminary in Louisville, the official 
historian of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention, and so on. Dr. Ketcham tells 
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the whole unedifying story in the Bap- 
tist Bulletin, having been present and 
having served as a witness. These Con- 
vention leaders all agreed that a Baptist 
church had a right to withdraw, that 
it was an independent, autonomous body, 
but that, in withdrawing, it ceased to 
be a missionary Baptist church! The 
judge decided in their favor, and the 
church is put to the expense of appeal. 
It is a story of specious testimony, un- 
worthy of ChriStian churchmen. | 

The matter is of great importance as 
a precedent for future action. The ma- 
chine is determined that its constituent 
churches must stay in tributary relations 
to it. Those who dissent from ecclesias- 
tical domination and leave, will have 
to go out empty-handed. 


Hadjiantoniou is a name difficult for 
American ears and tongues. By putting 
a hyphen after Hadji-, and remember- 
ing that the whole name means Saint 
Anthony, it becomes less formidable. 

Dr. George A. Hadji-antoniou is mod- 
erator of the Evangelical Church of 
Greece. He was trained in law at the 
University of Athens and practiced suc- 
cessfully for nine years. Then, as it 


happened, he was secured to defend ° 


Evangelical Christians in the courts 
against clerical persecution. This con- 
tact eventually led him into the min- 
istry after graduating from Cambridge 
University, England, with honors, and 
taking his Ph.D, at the University of 
Edinburgh. He is now pastor of the 
Evangelical Church of Athens and en- 
gaged on the side in writing a commen- 
tary on the New Testament. 

This year he is coming to America 
under the auspices of the American 
Mission to Greeks and is available for 
meetings between August 6 and October 
31. (American Mission to Greeks, Inc., 
P.O. Box 423, New York City 36.) 

Dr. Hadji-antoniou is prepared to tell 
the whole story of oppression of Evan- 
gelical believers by the Orthodox clergy. 
It should be known in our land in con- 
nection with the World Church meetings 
in Evanston, for the Greek Orthodox 
Church is elated to the World Council 
of Churches. While persecuting authen- 
tic Christians, who are living, -and refus- 
ing burial to their dead in public munic- 
ipal cemeteries, it has been receiving help 
of the Federal Council in a campaign 
for the reconstruction ‘of a thousand 
Greek Orthodox churches. This mean- 
ness is not merely at the hands of fanati- 
cal local priests. Also named are Arch- 
bishop Spyridion, head of the Greek 
hierarchy, Bishop Panteleimon of, Thes- 
salonica, Professor Alivizatos, an arch- 
exponent of ecuntenicism and the Bishop 
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of Edessa. Panteleimon, we may say, 
is now “member of the Central Commit- 
tee of the World Council of Churches.” 

Remember this when you read of the 
“colorful” processions at Evanston this 
August. And don’t forget the immense 
sums received by the Greek Orthodox 
Church from Protestant churches through 
the World Council; this not only for the 
erection of churches, but also for relief 
of Greek Orthodox clergy and for all 
phases of Greek Orthodox work (pro- 
viding garments for the Mass, among 
other things!). 

“How would the Greek Orthodox 
Church in America feel if it were re- 
fused the right of congregating for di- 
vine worship or of building its own 
churches?” 

The freedom of religious sninovities in 
Greece is being flagrantly violated. They 
appeal to international opinion for relief, 


Among the Churches of Laodicea.— 
The National Council of Churches, like 
the Federal Council, is logg on useless 
organization. Its organ, the N.C.C. Out- 
look, tells of an enlarged Department of 
Worship and Arts, headed by Dr, Harper 
of the University of Iowa’s School of 
Fine Arts. Among the vice chairmen 
are Professor Tillich of Union Seminary 
and Mr. A. H. Barr, director of the New 
York Museum of Modern Art. Others 
in the project are screen-actor R. Massey, 
Morris Houghton of the Phoenix Thea- 
ter, Mr. Rathbone of the St. Louis Art 
Museum, Thor Johnson, leader of the 
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, and the 
Rev. G. Florovsky of the Russian Or- 
thodox Seminary. Nor should we omit 
H. R. Luce, who mixes art, theology, 
nudity, and whiskey in his publication, 
Life. 

What is this assemblage to do? “Help 
churches, ministers, and laymen to see 
their own riches as well as those in other 
traditions.” Of the drama, we are told, 
“It is the means of. seeing the human 
situation in Christian terms. The 
churches have a stake in seeing that 
plays disclose profound realities not only 
in church auditoriums but on the com- 
mercial stage.” 

The Episcopal Church has held a con- 
ference on alcoholism in northern New 
Hampshire. It decided that drinking is 
‘not a sin. If so, I suppose they would 
Say that selling of drink is not a sin. At 
least they act on that premise. The 
nation’s great rum-seller, Mr. Seton 
Porter, was buried in February, 1953, 
from St. Bartholomew’s Church, Park 
Ave.; New York, in the odér of sanc- 
tity. He was founder and board chairman 
of the ‘National Distillers Corporation, 
bootleggers during Prohibition. This was 
the same church from which earlier was 
buried the Rev. J. J. D. Hall, saint and 
humble evangelist. Sheep and goats are 
“all one” and welcome in it! But they'll 
not be “all one” at the Great Assize. 

The Nobel prize physiologist, Charles 
Richet, pére, does not call wine drink- 
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ing “a sin”; rather he says it is the last 
word in human stupidity. Hear him in 
L’Homme Stupide; “I now denounce one 
of man’s most monstrous follies. Wine, 
cider, and beer are depraved, corrupt, 
putrid foods. They are rejected with 
disgust by every living thing. Were it 
only on account of his taste for drink, 
man would deserve to be set apart from 
the whole animal creation ...” and 
so on through two pages of ever-increas- 
ing vehemence, 


At the Chinese New Year in Shanghai, 
for four days special meetings were held 
for young people, those under thirty, 
students from universities and high 
schools. Students from Bible schools 
and seminaries were not encouraged to 
attend. All who were allowed to attend 
had to bring letters of recommendation 
from their churches, so it was really a 
hand-picked crowd. Many were turned 
away, but over a thousand gathered in 
one of the large city churches. The 
meetings lasted all day. Meals were pro- 
vided at noon. There is a feeling that 
there may be more toleration of Chris- 
tian witness in Shanghai and some of 
the other cities—allowing them to be 
kind of “show-windows,” but what can- 
not the Lord do with such a crowd of 
consecrated young people this year in 
their schools? 

Special meetings were held in many of 
the Shanghai churches at that time of 
the year, with some very encouraging 
results. In one church more than three 
hundred professed faith in the Lord and 
over five hundred in another church. 

One of the churches announced the 
first graduation service of the Evening 
Bible School of that church. Of the 
seven students who graduated, some had 
continued in study in this Evening 
School for three and a half years, attend- 
ing five nights a week from 7 o'clock to 9. 
Twenty students were doing this course, 
and new students were being added. 

During the New Year holidays quite 
a number of the Shanghai Christians 
went out to surrounding districts, taking 
the Gospel and tracts. It is not known 
whether this had been possible before, 
since the new government. 


The Japanese National Christian Coun- 
cil Bulletin, Kyocho Jiho, announces 
that a White Paper on Japan Missions 
will be submitted to the World Council 
of Churches in Evanston this summer. 
It will report on “Strategic Policies in 
Missionary Co-operation.” The English 
is “colorful” as befits the World Council: 

“We are embarrassed by the confusion 
of sO many new non-co-operative mis- 
sions working along their own way on 
the field, but there is no means to 
straighten this matter as the constitu- 
tion of our country guarantees the free- 
dom of propaganda. , We are afraid 
there would not be any other way to 
check on this problem [i.e., no way to 
check this tendency].” 

“There are so many new American de. 
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nominations sending out their mission- 
aries to Japan at this postwar period, 
and almost all these new missionaries 
are non-co-operative with neither Jap- 
anese churches nor N.C.C., to our great 


regret... . It will help the work on 
the field if their attitude be changed by 
the influence from their home base and 
respond to us to co-operate with the mis- 
sions and established churches connected 
with the National Council of Churches. 

“It is desirous that the World Coun- 
cil of Churches would urge any other 
churches which want to be in_ work 
amohg unmreached people here in Japan, 
first of all to get in close touch with the 
‘National Council of Churches.” 

What are the missions, which have 
broken caste, doing? Here is one illus- 
tration: Mr. Kilbourne of the Oriental 
Missionary Society reports that they now 
have 6 missionaries and 45 full-time 
Japanese co-workers on campaigns sys- 
tematically to cover Japan, house to 
house. Chiba, Ibaraki, and Tochigi-ken 
have been covered, reaching into 1,147,- 
200 homes with a population of 5,728,917, 
plus several other partly covered areas. 
Present O.M.S. plans call for the com- 
pletion of this campaign in about seven 
years. Besides the systematic distribu- 
tion work, tent campaigns in towns and 
street meetings in villages (for estab- 
lishment of little churches) are being 
carried on. ‘ The Navigators are han- 
dling the follow-up work. 


The International Council of Christian 
Education announces a budget of $1,758,- 
752 for 1954, a huge sum. This Council 
was the well-greased runway from which 
the Revised Standard Version was 
launched in 1953. This year it will pub- 
lish an R.S:V. concordance and an R.S.V, 
version of the Apocrypha. Sales of the 
illustrated edition for children have now 
passed 220,000, and orders for pulpit 
Bibles the 2,000 mark. Evidently it is 
planned to supplant the King James Ver- 
sion, a thing no other English version 
ever attempted before. 


A Russian in Brazil wrote to Station 
HCJB (“Heralding Christ Jesus’ Bless- 
ings”), in Quito, Ecuador: 

“I am Illarion; a brother in Christ. I 
live in the .tropical, forests of Parana, 
Brazil. 

“On one occasion, I had to leave home 
and go to a place seventy kilometers 
away (Paranavia). While there I 
chanced to be visiting friends. They 
asked me if I had heard the very clear 
radio broadcasts in Russian from HCJB. 
‘No? Then we'll get up at two o’clock 
in the night and listen.’ When the 
alarm clock rang, I was already awake. 
We soon tuned in. 

“The messages were about the foo) 
who took no thought of his soul and 
about the conversation with Nicodemus. 
As I listened I felt refreshed and 
strengthened. I thank God for your 
labors.” _* 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 4. JULY 25. GROWING THROUGH PRAYER 


Psa. 46:10; Isa. 40:30, 31; Luke 11:1-13, Phil. 4:6, 7; Heb. 4:14-16,; printed text, Luke 11:1-13, Phil. 4:6, 7 


Golden-Text.—Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. Ine 
concerning you.—1 


THE KInG JAMES VERSION 

Luke 11:1 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in 
a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said 
unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his 
disciples. ee 

2 And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father 
which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. 

3 Give us day by day our daily bread. 

4 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one 


thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
hess. 5:16-18 B 


8 I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, 
because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he 
will rise and give him as many as he needeth. 

9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, 
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 

10 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that 
seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 

11 If a son shall ask bread of any of ‘you that is a father, 
will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a 
fish give him a serpent? 

12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 


that is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but 


deliver us from evil. 


5 And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, 
and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, 


lend me three loaves; 


6 For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and 


I have nothing to set before him? 


7 And he from within shall.answer and say, Trouble me 
not: the door is néw shut, and my children are with me 


in bed; I cannot rise and give thee. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
YER is a much-studied subject, 
but a little-practiced art. 

Prayer is so simple that a little 
child can engage in it, yet it is so diffi- 
cult that the study ‘of it is exhaustless, 
and the maturest saints cry, “Lord, teach 
us to pray.” 

Prayer is the easiest of the Christian 
ordinances (using that term in its wider 
significance). We can pray almost with- 
out effort, on the impulse of the moment. 
Yet prayer is the most demanding, the 
most exhausting, the most crucifying 
exercise that can occupy the Christian. 

There are vast reaches in prayer. It 
is like the mighty Himalayas. Most of 
us never get beyond the lower slopes 
of the foothills. Some climb the lesser 
peaks. Has anyone beside the Lord Him- 
self ever scaled the summit of the Mt. 
Everest of prayer? 

Mountaintop praying is a transfigur- 
ing experience. Moses’ forty days of 
prayer gave him such a radiance of 
countenance that the Israelites could not 
look upon him till he put a covering 
over his face! See Exodus 34:28-35. It 
is Luke who tells us that our Lord’s 
purpose in going up into the mount was 
“to pray” (Luke 9:28, 29), and “as he 
prayed” He was transfigured in the sight 
of His wondering disciples, the favored 
three. I am sure they could not be quite 
the same after just witnessing the trans- 


13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father 


give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? 


Phil. 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing. by 


: prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, 


be made known unto God. 

7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 
shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School ‘Sosoe the Inter- 


opyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 
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figuration of their praying Master. Cer- 
tainly they never forgot it (2 Pet. 1: 16-18). 
And if we bore ‘the transfiguring marks 
of prayer in our lives, we should be 
making more indelible marks for good 
on the lives of those who touch us. 

Archbishop Trench has given us this 
excellent sonnet on prayer: 

Lord, what a change within us one short 


hour 
Spent in Thy presence will avail to 
make! 
What heavy burdens from our bosoms 
take! 
‘What parched grounds refresh as with 
a shower! 
We kneel, and all around us seems to 
lower; , 
We rise, and all, the distant and the 
near, 
Stands forth in sunny outline, brave 
and clear; 
We kneel, how weak! we rise, how full 
of power! 


Why, therefore, should we do ourselves 
this wrong, 

Or others—that we are not always strong— 

That we are sometimes overborne with 


care— 
That we should ever weak or heartless 


be, 
Anxious or troubled—when with us is 
prayer, 
And joy and strength and courage are 
with Thee? 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 11:1—‘“. . . as he was praying 
~.., one of his disciples said . .. Lord, 
teach us to pray .. .” Our Lord’s own 
praying revealed the Master of the holy 


art, and inspired this request for a les- . 


son in prayer. Here is an interesting 


side light on John the Baptist; and the 
training he gave his followers. 

Verse 2.—“Our Father which art in 
heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in 
heaven, so in earth.” This model prayer 
is for those who have a right to call 
Ged Father. Notice that the first re- 
quests are not fon our own needs, but 
concern the Father’s name, thé Father’s 
Kingdom, and the Father’s will. God 
first! 

Verse 3—“Give us day by day our 
daily bread.” The physical needs are 
not overlooked in this God-given prayer. 
I do not think’ we are justified in spir- 
itualizing this request, although it is true 
that He has the daily manna for our 
souls, too. 


Verse 4.—“And forgive us our sins... 
And lead us not into temptation; but 
deliver us from evil.” This is not legal- 
istic, but is normal operation “within 
the family.” See Topics for Develop- 
ment. We do not want to be so sure of 
ourselves that we are blasé about temp- 
tation. 


Verse 5.—“. . . 
have a friend ,.. at midnight . . . Friend, 
lend me three loaves.” Now we come 
to the illustration, the parable of the 
thfee friends, two of whom appear in 
this verse. Midnight was an “unearthly” 
hour for those days. Only a real need 
would have justified the disturbance. 


Verse 6.—‘“For a friend . . . is come 
. s+. and I have nothing to set -before 


‘ 


Which of you shall 
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him.” Hospitality was so vital a part 
of lifé that the lack of the means for 
providing it was a sore embarrassment. 

Verse 7.—“, . . Trouble me not... my 
children are with’me in bed; I cannot 
rise and give thee.” Picture the single 
room with the sleeping mat spread out 

- and all the family lying together on it. 
The father getting up would disturb 
everybody, and perhaps set up pande- 
monium, 

Verse 8.—“. . . because of his impor- 
tunity he will rise and give him as many 
as he needeth.” The persistence of the 
friend outside leaves no alternative. Here 
is a case of the generosity of exaspera- 
tion. 

Verse 9.—“Ask, and it shall be given 
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and 
it shall be opened unto you.” These 
would seem to represent three degrees 
of prayer, with appropriate results. 
Here is a spiritual application of the 
principle, “You get what you go after.” 


Verse 10.—“. . . asketh receiveth ... 
seeketh findeth knotketh 
opened.” A threefold declaration of 


principle to back up the threefold ex- 
hortation of verse 9. 

Verses 11, 12.—“If a son shall ask bread 
..« will he give him a stone ... a fish 
...@ serpent ...anegg...a scorpion?” 
In the human realm, a father does not 
give a hurtful substitute for a son's legit- 
imate requests. In each case the substi- 
tute proposed has a certain likeness to 
the thing asked. 

Verse 13.—“. . . how much more shall 
your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him?”—one of 
the great’ “how much mores” of Scrip- 
ture. Compare Matthew 7:11. The Holy 
Spirit is the best of the good things 
which we have “in Christ.” See John 
16:6, 7. 

Phil. 4:6.—“Be careful for nothing... 
every thing by prayer ... with thanks- 
giving ... made known unto God.” For 
“careful” read “anxious.” Prayer, coupled 
with thanksgiving, which is an evidence 
of faith, is the great antidote for worry. 

Verse 7.—“And the peace of God... 
shall keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.” “Keep” signifies 
“guard.” God's peace is an effectual 
guard against mental and emotional dis- 
turbances, 

The Heart of the Lesson 

No greater indication of the depth and 
richness of our Lord’s prayer life can 
be found than the fact that it drew forth 
the request of the disciples, “Lord, 
teach us to pray.” I wonder how many 
of us who have preached on prayer did 
so because our own. prayer life chal- 
lenged our people to ask for instruction 
in the holy art! ; 

Our Lord was a master teacher, and 
nowhere does His “technique” show to 
better advantage than here. He began 
the lesson in prayer by presenting a 
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Last Week's Lesson 


3. July 18.—Growing Through Bible 
Study. Acts 17:10, 11; 1 Timothy 


4:13-16; 2 Timothy 1:5; 2:15; 
3:14-17; Hebrews 4:12 
Next Week's Lesson 


5. August “1.—Christian Worship and 
Fellowship. Acts 2:46, 47; Colos- 
sians 3:12-17; Hebrews 10:23-25 








model, which has come to be generally 
known as the Lord’s Prayer. Luke gives 
a somewhat abridged form of it, but 
the essentials are present. Notice the 
intimacy of the prayer, addressed to 
God as Father; the reverence of it— 
“hallowed be thy name”; the expansive- 
ness of it—the Kingdom of God; its 
dealing with universal needs—bread and 
forgiveness. Here we have prayer at 
its simplest and its completest. I rather 
think that every conceivable request 
would be found to be but a particular 
spect of one of the items of the Lord’s 
rayer. 

After the model comes the illustration 
in story form. The story, like the model, 
is utterly simple, drawn from life as 
any Oriental knew it. The late arrival 
of an unexpected guest, the embarrass- 
ment of depleted provision, the midnight 
plea, and the persistence overcoming un- 
willingness to disturb the tranquillity 
of the sleeping household. If prayer on 
the human level can win through in 
the face of resistance, says our Lord, 
how much more will prayer move the 
hand of a Father who longs to bless! 


After the illustration comes the appli- 
cation, an exhortation accompanied by 





, 
Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

HICH of the evangelists tells us 

that the occasion of Jesus’ trans- 
figuration was when He went up into 
the mountain to pray? 

2. On what occasion did one of the 
disciples ask Jesus to give them a les- 
son in prayer? 

3. How often did Jesus give the Lord’s 
Prayer as a model for prayer? 

4. Where do we have the finest exam- 
ple of our Lord’s own private praying? 

5. Who have a right to use the Lord’s 
Prayer? 

6. What forgiveness is in mind in the 
Lord’s Prayer? 

7. What are the two outstanding par- 
ables of the effectiveness of persistent 
prayer in Luke’s Gospel? 
~ 8. How are three degrees of intensity 
in prayer indicated in our lesson? 

9. How does our Lord suggest that 
answers to prayer may not always come 
in the form that we expect? 

10. Who are Prayer’s companions? 


(Answers on page 588) 
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assurances. “Ask ... seek . . . knock,” 
and in proportion to your intensity you 
will obtain, 

To enforce the application our Lord 
adds an argument. Human fathers will 
not give hurtful substitutes for the 
needed. provision which their children 
ask. No more will the Heavenly Father. 
What He gives may indeed seem like a 
stone instead of a loaf, or like a serpent 
instead of a fish, or like a scorpion in- 
stead of an egg. But receive what God 
sends, and it will be found to be “good, 
and acceptable, and perfect,” despite 
first appearances. Good things He has 
in store for His trustful, asking chil- 
dren. The God who stands ready to 
bestow His blessed Holy Spirit upon 
redeemed sinners will certafnly withhold 
no good, 

If only we could embrace these cer- 
tainties, confident asking would chase 
worry, and our minds and hearts, so 
much the victims of conflicts and anxi- 
eties, would rest in the,secure protection 
of the peace of God. 


Outline of the Lesson 
A Lesson in Prayer: 
1, The model (Luke 11:2-4) 
2. The illustration (vs. 5-8) 
3. The application (vs, 9, 10) 
4. The argument (vs. 11-13) 
5. The practice (Phil. 4:6, 7) 


Topics for Development 

The Lord’s Prayer. It probably would 
be more accurate to call this “the prayer 
that the Lord taught His disciples.” 
There are some features of it which He 
could not use for Himself, as, for in- 
stance, “Forgive us our debts.” We have 
an insight into the centent of His own 
praying in John 17. If we remember 
this, it will-do no damage to refer to 
the prayer of our lesson by its popular 
designation. 

A bigger question is, whether this 
prayer is for our use today. It is, of 
course, used regularly in liturgical 
churches, and in many nonliturgical 
churches, as‘a stated part of the services. 
Many, on the other hand, believe that 
some of its contents are not appropriate 
to this age of grace. 

An excellent editorial on this subject . 
appeared in the February 29, 1936, issue 
of THe Sunpay ScHoo.t Trugs. The pres- 
ent writer has attempted to express his 
own views regarding this wonderful 
model of prayer in a little book, under 
the title, “After This Manner” (Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Pub. Co.,- Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $1.50). 

The chief difficulty seems to revolve 
around the ‘petition, “Forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors.” This, 
it is affirmed, is legalistic ground, and 
not in keeping with Ephesians 4:32, The 
difficulty vanishes, however, if we re- 
member that the forgiveness here in 
view is not that which accompanies the 
salvation of the sinner, but rather that * 
which concerns the sins of the saints, 
and has to do with the maintenance of 
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fellowship between the child and the 
Father. 

There is so much spiritual wealth and 
challenge in this prayer for the child of 
God that we do well to learn its use, 
plumbing its depths more and more, 

Asking for the Holy Spirit. There is 
a widespread feeling among taught 
Christians that we ought not to ask for 
the Holy Spirit, as Christ mentions in 
Luke 11:13. Do we not receive the Holy 
Spirit at conversion? Is it not written, 
“If any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of his”? “(Rom. 8:9.) 
Why, then, should we “ask” for Him? 
On the ground of this difficulty, our 
Lord’s Words are referred to the period 
before Pentegost, and to the Kingdom 
period yet to come, the millennium. 

I do not, dispute with those who hold 
this dispensational view, but I have 
never been able to see the necessity for 
such fine distinctions. The Holy Spirit 
is not a substance. He is the blessed 
third person of the Holy Trinity, who 
makes both the Father and the Son 
real to us. We have only human lan- 
guage to des¢eribe this glorious person 
and His work, and both understanding 
and language break down in face of 
these mysteries of God. 

Every believer truly has the Holy 
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Spirit. But there are degrees of pos- 
session. Our degree of possession of 
the Holy Spirit doubtless depends upon 
His degree of possession of us. When 
we, therefore, begin to pray for the Holy 
Spirit in this larger degree of posses- 
sion, the answer will certainly come in 
an enlargement of capacity, a divine 
dealing with those things which cramp 
the Holy Spirit’s operations, and then a 
greater fullness of the Spirit, with con- 
sequent increase in joy, power, fellow- 
ship, and effectiveness. I can still sing, 
without any sense of irrelevancy, “Spirit 
of the living God, fall fresh on me!” 


Practical Applications 

Pray with Christ, and men will seek 
you out to teach them the holy art, 

Learn to pray with filial intimacy and 
reverence duly mingled. 

True prayer gives first place to the 
concerns of God, but confidently pre- 
sents our own needs, 

The way from worry to peace is the, 
path of prayer. 


Golden Text 

1 Thess. 5: 16-18.—“Rejoice ... Pray... 
give thanks.” Prayer never walks alone. 
She has her companions—Rejoicing at 
her left side, and Thanksgiving at her 
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for he careth for you.” (7PE7 5:7) 
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right. Dismiss prayer, and these will 
leave with her. Entertain prayer, and 
these also will be your guests. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsSTED HyMNns 
“Praise Him! Praise Him!” 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
“I Need Thee Every Hour” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Blessed 
Lord, Thy gifts are so many and so per- 
fectly suited to our needs! We thank 
Thee Thou dost always do for us and 
give to us what is right and best. In 
that certainty may we make our daily 
prayers, leaving all our needs, troubles, 
and problems with Thee. May we have 
more thankful hearts to mingle praise 
with our petitions and thus rejoice in 


PRAYER teacses MUCH 


Thee and in Thy perfect sufficiency to 
meet every situation we face. Use Thy 
Word today to bless us and all who hear 
it. Send a great awakening and reviv- 
ing to Thy Church in all the earth, and 
bring Thy Kingdom to final victory over 
all that opposes Thy rule. Be tenderly 
merciful to the troubled and tried, the 
tempted and sad, the sick and dying. 
Lead us through this new week and keep 
us lovingly sympathetic and thoughtful, 
abounding unto every good work, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Our Golden Text 
tells us to “pray without ceasing,” or, 
as modern speech translations have it, 
“Never give up prayer.” There is a 
book entitled “The School of Prayer,” 
suggesting that prayer is to be continued 
like our schooling, and that persever- 
ing in prayer will teach us much. Many 
Christians can tell that lifelong habits 
of prayer have helped them greatly to 
grow in the Christian life. 

I once read of a boy who prayed that 
God would turn a brick into gold so 
that his poor mother might have plenty 
of money. As God did not do it, the 
boy gave up all further prayer, thinking 
it useless. Of course, the boy was mis- 
taken in thinking prayer would do mag- 
ical things, mistaken, too, in giving up 
prayer when it didn’t work magic. If 
prayer could work fairy-tale magic, 
every last rascal in the world would 
pray to get whatever he wanted, and 
we should have the confusion of bad 
people getting a good God to help them 
secure their wrong desires! 

Prayer does get things from God, but 
only things He can rightly give and 
do for us. Instead of telling God how 
to provide for his poor mother, that 
boy should have asked God to provide 
in His own way, and kept on praying 
till the need was met. Never give up 
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prayer, for “every one that.asketh re- 
ceiveth,” not necessarily just what he 
asks, but the best God can do about the 
needs we bring before Him. And by 
making prayer a lifelong habit we shall 
grow in the knowledge of God and His 
will, grow in patience and in quiet trust- 
fulness and certainty that God will see 
us through. It is by praying without 
ceasing and by giving thanks in every- 
thing that we are able to rejoice ever- 
more, and that is victory indeed in such 
a world as this. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And he said unto them, When ye 
pray, say, Our Father .. .” (Luke 11:2). 
—Although this is often/s called “The 
Lord’s Prayer,” it should be pointed out 
that the Lord had no need to pray for 
the forgiveness of sins. He gave this 
as a perfect model of prayer to the dis- 
ciples; and they, no doubt, used it prior 
to the Lord’s death and resurrection, 
and the giving of the Holy Spirit. 

In the upper room, He gave them fur- 
ther instruction on the subject of prayer, 
saying: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Whatsoever ye Shall ask the ‘Father in 
my name, he will give it you. Hitherto 
have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, 
and ye Shall receive, that your joy may 
be full” (John 16: 23, 24). 

In our lesson today we are referred 
to Philippians 4:6, where we are ex- 
horted, “In every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God.” 

Since the Lord’s name is not used, and 
there is no thanksgiving in the prayer 
which the Lord taught His disciples, it 
should be clear that the Lord gave it 
as a pattern of prayer, revealing how 
God should be addressed and the peti- 
tions we are privileged to present to 
Him. 

C. H. Spurgeon said: “Our Lord, hav- 
ing warned us against certain vices 
which had connected themselves with 
prayer, as to its place and spirit, now 
gives us a model upon which to fashion 
our prayers. This delightful prayer is 
short, devout, and full of meaning. Its 
first three petitions are for God and 
His glory. Our chief prayers to God are 
to be for His glory. Do we thus begin 
with God in prayer? Does not the daily 
bread often come in before the king- 
dom?” - 

“Friend, lend me three loaves” (Luke 
11:5).—There are three persons in this 
parable who are called friends. There 
is the traveling one (“a friend of mine 
in his journey”—v. 6); then there is 
the beseeching one (v. 8); and lastly, the 
one who finally gives the three loaves. 

If we are the Lord’s disciples, it should 
not be difficult to find ourselves in this 
parable. From the Lord’s application of 
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the parable, it is plain that God is the 
friend to whom we go with our requests. 
The Lord said, “Ye are my friends, if 
ye do whatsoever I command you.” 

What about the journeying friend? 
Surely he can be seen in our neighbors 
and friends. The marginal reading of 
verse 6 is, “A friend of mine out of his 
way has come to me.” Sinners in their 
journey through life toward eternity are 
out of the way; and it is “midpight,” as 
the parable mentions. These friends of 
ours are in spiritual darkness. When 
they come to us in their need of bread 
—the Bread of Life, the Lord Jesus 
Christ—we should know how to proceed 
to have their deep and dire need. met. 

We become conscious of our utter in- 
sufficiency to meet such need in our- 
selves. We confess in the language of 
the parable, “I have nothing to set be- 
fore him.” But we also know that “our 
sufficiency is of God” (2 Cor. 3:5); so 
we go to our all-sufficient Friend, who 
is able to make all grace abound toward 
us; that we, always having all suffi- 
ciency in all things, may abound to all 
good works (2 Cor. 9:8). 

If at first it seems that He is not going 
to answer our petition, we should not 
become discouraged or despondent. He 
is testing our faith and patience. He 
tests the depth of our longing for the 
thing we have requested. Empty, “for- 
mal repetition, whether words read out 
of a book, or framied sentences of the 
mind, He does positively forbid,“ but 
the parable reveals the Lord's apprecia- 
tion of importunity. “Because of his 
importunity he will rise and give him 
as many as he needeth.” Our Lord 
wants us to ask until we are answered, 
to seek until we ffhd, to knock until it 
is opened to us. 

Dr. D. M. Stearns was once asked this 
question: “If you had prayed all your 
life for the salvation of a loved one, and 
then got word that that person had died 
without giving any evidence of repent- 
ance after having lived a sinful life, 
what would ‘you think, both of prayer 
itself and of the love of God and His 
promises to answer?” 

He said: “I should expect to meet 
that loved one in Heaven, for I believe 
in a God who answers prayer, and if He 
put that exercise upon your heart to 
pray for that dear one, it was because 
He doubtless intended to answer it.” 

Then he related an incident about 
an ungodly sailor who had been reared 
in a Christian home, but lived a god- 
less life. One night his mother felt the 
need of praying very specially for him, 
She prayed until she felt the Lord had 
undertaken for her son, whatever his 
need was. 

Several weeks passed. Her. son came 
home, saying, “Mother, I’m saved!” Then 
he told her how a few weeks earlier, 
the ship he was on was tossed in mid- 
ocean by a terrific storm. It leoked as 
though there was no hope of riding it. 


through. The ship gave a sudden lurch, 
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and a great wave.carried him overboard. 
As he struggled with the powerful waves, 
the awful thought came to him, “I’m lost 
forever!” Suddenly he recalled the 
words of a hymn which he had heard in 
his Sunday school days: “There is life 
in a look at the Crucified: One; there is 
life at this moment for thee; then, look 
sinner, look unto Him and be saved— 
unto Him who was nailed to the tree.” 

He cried out in his agony, “Oh, God, 
I look, I look to Jesus.” Then he was 
carried to the top of the waves and Jost 
eonsciousness. Evidently a wave carried 
him back on deck again, for he was 
found lying unconscious crowded -up 
against a bulwark. When he came to, 
the first words he said were, “Thank 
God, I’m saved!” 

If that sailor had drowned after be- 
ing washed ovefboard, people might 
have thought he was lost forever; but 
he would have been as truly saved spit- 
itually as he actually was saved both 
spiritually and physically. 

Wawona, Catir. 

we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the greatest accomplish- 

ment you will ever know will be 
in the realm of prayer. Prayer is your 
connecting link with the wisdom and the 
power of Almighty God. Achievement 
—human achievement—through prayer 
is the one thing on which God’s Word 
puts no limit. Our Lord repeatedly made 
this plain. On one occasion He said 
that the prayer of faith would even 
move mountains and cast them into the 
sea (Matt. 21:21). And again, “All 
things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, 
believing, ye shall receive” (v. 22). “All 
things” admits of no exceptions. 

You will note that in every case there 
must be faith. The reason our prayers 
do not bring such marvelous results is 
because. we lack achieving faith. The 
very best of our faith contains the re- 
curring presence of doubt. Giving in 
to doubt in the smallest degree keeps 
us from having achieving faith. 

The faith that God speaks of in His 
Word is of a quality rarely ever at- 
tained. That does not mean that it 
cannot be attained. Elijah attained it 
on Mt. Carmel,.and fire came down from 
Heaven, not only consuming the sacri- 
fice and the altar of stones, but also 
licking up the water that filled the sur- 
rounding trench (1 Kings’18:38). Don’t 
get the idea that such faith could only 
be exercised by Abraham and the 
prophets of old. 

While I am writing this, word comes 
from London that the Billy Graham cru- 
sade there has resulted in over 40,000 
decisions for Christ. That is ten times 
the miraculous ingathering at Pentecost 
when Simon Peter preached his great 
sermon. Billy Graham himself declares 
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that only prayer, answered by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, could make it pos- 
sible. So say the members of his team 
and the British leaders who have joined 
him in the prayers and in the effort. 
Doubtless many others in other lands, 
from whom we have not heard, have 
also joined in prayer for this campaign. 
It is nothing short of a marvelous 
achievement (the newspapers speak of it 
as “unbelievable”), and the whole Chris- 
tian world is looking upon it in wonder 
and amazement. Some say it is the 
greatest spiritual awakening since the 
days of Martin Luther and the days of 
John Wesley. It is estimated that the 
messages have been heard directly and 
by television by more than seventeen 
million people in England alone. 

It is confidently stated that no move- 
ment has ever had suth prayer support. 
Not only the evangelist and his team 
have agonized in prayer, but many 
thousands of Christians in England, and 
hundreds of thousands in America have 
prayed with faith to God for that Lon- 
don crusade. It shows what prayer will 
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do. Now, why cannot such a revival 
include all England, Scotland; and Ire- 
land; then sweep like a prairie fire 
across America and all the rest of the 
world? That is a big order—the kind that 
can be asked only of God who deals in 
universes and swings planets into their 
orbits; but the prayers of God’s people 
(and that includes you fellows) made 
in faith, believing, can bring it to pass. 

It is jyst as possible for you to have 
a part in such a colossal event as it is 
possible for the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury or your pastor. Count it not only 
a possibility, but as a rare prize in which 
you can have a share, and so simply— 
in prayer, believing. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


yw 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th. St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Don’t Forget the Thanksgiving.—Re- 
joice evermore. Pray without ceasing. 
In every thing give thanks ... (1 Thess. 
5: 16-18, Golden Text). There is a legend 
about two angels who were sent to earth 
to gather up the prayers of men. One 
was to fill his basket with the petitions 
of mankind. The other was to gather 
their prayers of thanksgiving. Some 
time later they went back to the Father’s 
house. One had a basket heaped high, 
and running over, with the innumerable 
petitions of men. The other returned 
with a sad and heavy heart, for his bas- 
ket was-almost empty. The thanks of 
men were heard but rarely on earth, 
even though the angel had searched dili- 
gently. Do not let us forget the thanks- 
giving side of our prayers.—From the 
Expositor. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. 

He Called Down the Power of God.— 
Lord, teach us to pray (Luke 11:1). Dr. 
John Timothy Stone tells of a visit he 
paid to the old church of Robert Murray 
McCheyne. The aged sexton showed 
him around. Taking Dr. Stone into the 
study, he pointed to a chair, and said, 
“Sit there; -that is where the master used 
to sit.” Then he said, “Now put your 
elbows on the table.” This was done. 
“Now bow your head upon your hands.” 
Dr. Stone did so. “Now let the tears 
flow; that is the way the master used 
to do.” The visitor was then taken up 
into the pulpit, and the old sexton said, 
“Stand there behind the pulpit.” Dr. 
Stone obeyed. “Now,” said the sexton, 
“lean your elbows on the pulpit and put 
your face in your hands.” This having 
been done, he said, “Now let the tears 
flow; that is the way the master used 
Then the old man added a tes- 
timony {hich gripped the heart of his 
hearer. With tearful eyes and trembling 
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voice he said, “He called down the power 
of God upon Scotland, and it is with us 
still."—From “Springs in the Valley,” by 
Mrs. Cowman. Sent by Josephine A. 
Kinzly, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


Like Orphans—Our Father 
11:2). 


(Luke 


We kneel down to pray 

And right earnestly say, 
“Dear Father in Heaven above,” 

Then rising, we go 

So mournful, so slow, 

Like orphans without any love. 
—From Opal Leonore Gibbs, in The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Grace Rob- 
inson, Topeka, Kans. 


No Time To Sharpen the Ax.—Every 
one that asketh receiveth (Luke 11:10). 
A perspiring wood chopper who was not 
doing well was urged to stop and sharpen 
his ax. He snorted, “It’s tough enough 
now getting this job done without tak- 
ing time out to grind an ax.” People 
who do not seem to be getting very far, 
and who have no time to pray, may care 
to think that over.—From a church mag- 
azine. Sent by the Rev. C. N. Hillyer, 
New Malden, Surrey, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration, 


The Need To Know Him Better.—If a 
son shall ask (Luke 11:11): Dr. Fuller- 
ton used to tell a story of an irreligious 
doctor and one of his patients who was 
a Christian old woman. He said to her: 
“So you believe in prayer? Well, I’m 
badly in need of £5. I think I'd better 
pray for it.” She replied, “If you were 
introduced to the Prince of Wales to- 
day, would you at once ask him to give 
you £5?” “N-no; I suppose not.” “Ah, 
Doctor, you’ll need to know my Heavenly 
Father far better than you do now be- 
fore He'll give you £5 for the asking.” 
—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


Our Capacity, Not God’s Ability, Is the 
Measure.—How much more shall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him (Luke 11:13). Stand- 
ing on the deck of a ship in midocean 
you can see the sun reflected from its 
depths. From a little boat on a moun- 
tain lake you can see the sun reflected 
from its shallow waters. Looking into 
the mountain spring not more than six 
inches in diameter, you see the same 
great sun. Look into the dewdrop of 
the morning, and there it is again. The 
sun has a way of adapting itself to its 
reflections. The ocean is not too large 
to hold it, nor the dewdrop too small. 
So God can fill any man, whether his 
capacity be like the ocean, like the 
mountain lake, like the spring, or like 
the dewdrop. Whatever, therefore, be 
the capacity, there is opened up the pos- 
sibility of being filled with the fullness 
of God—From Major D. W. Whittle. 
Sent by Nena Dickerson, Chillicothe, Ill. 


Where Storms Do Not Trouble.—And 
the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts 
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and minds through Christ Jesus (Phil. 
4:7). During the-test of a submarine, it 
remained submerged for many hours. 
When it had returned to the harbor, the 
commander was asked, “Well, how did 
the storm affect you last night?” The 
commander looked at him in, surprise, 
and said, “Storm! We knew nothing of 
any storm!” They had been down far 
enough below the surface not to feel 
any effect of the storm. We can sink 
down into God from life’s storms so that 
they need not keep the joy bells of 
our soul from ringing—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Rich- 
mond, Kans, 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS quarter I have been telling you 

a little each Sunday about the “Seven 
Heroic Children” who were killed in a ter- 
rible landslide in India in the year 1899. 
Today I want to tell you about Jessudar, 
the thirteen-year-old Hindu girl who 
was with them at that time. JesSsudar’s 
father had died when she was small, 
leaving her mother a widow with five 
little children to support. Her mother 
had a most difficult time trying to earn 
enough money to feed and clothe all 
her children. Jessudar was a beautiful 
girl. One day, four years before, when 
the younger children were crying for 
food, a wicked man had said to her 
mother, “Sell Jessudar to me, and I will 
give you enough money to feed your 
whole family for weeks.” 

Jessudar’s mother felt that she could 
not sell her child into a life of sin, so 
she answered, “No, we better die to- 
gether.” But the man got out the money, 
and said, “I'll pay you now, but I will 
not claim the gir] till she is old enough 
to be married.” The mother looked at 
the money and then at her hungry chil- 
dren, and yielded. Although she had 
sold her child, she hoped to keep her 
for some years yet. 

Soon after this, some native Chris- 
tians became interested in the widow 
and her family, and told them of Jesus. 
Both Jessudar and her mother were 
saved, and were baptized the following 
Christmas. Now the mother felt much 
more unhappy about having sold her 
child into a life of sin. They began to 
pray about it. 

The wicked Hindu came to claim the 
little girl. Her mother said: “You prom- 
ised that I could keep her till she was 
old enough to be married. She is only 
nine.” He replied, “She’s old enough 

“to be married now.” But her mother 
would not let him take her. So he came 
when she was away, tied the little girl 
up and carried her off. The~.mother 
told her Christian friends, and a num- 
ber of them went to the man’s house 
and insisted that he give the little girl 
up because of his promise. After they 
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got Jessudar back, they brought her to 
the Lees and asked them to keep her 
for a time, as they were afraid the man 
might again kidnap her. 

Jessudar was happy to be with Chris- 
tian missionaries. She quickly learned 
to read so that she could take her turn 
in reading a Bible verse aloud at fam- 
ily worship, and she loved to take part 
in prayer. She was glad to do any work 
she could to help in the home. Her one 


fear was that this evil man might get | 


her. She constantly prayed that the 
Lord would protect her from this man. 
One day she saw him coming toward 
the house, so she ran upstairs and hid, 
praying all the time, while Mr. Lee 
went to the door and again refused him. 

The Lees decided to take Jessudar up 
to the hills to stay with their children, 
as this was some distance from Calcutta 
and they felt that she would be safer 
there. Their children were delighted 
to have her, and she was happy to stay 
with them. They all loved the Lord, 
and they all loved each other. That 
was how it came about that she was 
with them when the landslide occurred. 
When she and the Lee children realized 
that night that the hilf was caving in 
on them and that escape was impossible, 
they all knelt down to pray. Jessudar’s 
prayer was the last one offered. She 
said in Bengali, “O merciful God, take 
us now!” That prayer was answered 
and so were all her other prayers for 
safety from that wicked man, for she 
was taken immediately to Heaven with 
the Lee girls whom she loved so much, 
Safe forever in the presence of the Lord, 
to whom she had so often prayed. 

Prayer is just as necessary as Bible 
study for Christian growth. Turn to 
Luke 11:1-13. What request did the 
disciples make of Jesus in the first 
verse? (“Lord, teach us to pray.”) No 
doubt they had prayed many times be- 
fore, but as they observed their Lord 
praying they realized that they needed 
to be taught how to pray. Jesus an- 
swered their request by giving them the 
model prayer you girls know by heart, 
although you learned it from Matthew's 
Gospel. Read Luke 11:2-4. Here we 
find that the first three requests are for 
God’s glory. What are they? How 
much time do we spend praying that 
His name may be reverenced, and that 
His will may be done? It is easy to 
let our prayers become mostly for our- 
selves and our closest friends. But we 
will grow more if we take an interest 
in the Lord’s- work everywhere, and 
pray for whatever needs we may learn 
about through missionaries and others, 
The Lord cares about everything that 
concerns us, and He wants us to be in- 
terested in everything. connected with 
His message of salvation. 

After the model prayer, Jesus told the 
short story found in verses 5-8 to show 
that even human beings respond to con- 
tinual pleading. Then He gave the 
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double encouragement to prayer found 
in verses 9,10. Finally in verses 11-13 
He shows how willing our Heavenly 
Father is to give His best gifts to those 
who ask Him, 

Philippians 4:6, 7 tell how to have a 
peaceful life, instead of a worried one. 
Read verse 6. This means that we are 
not to be anxious or troubled about 
anything. Every time a worry arises 
in our minds, we are to take it to the 
Lord in prayer. And notice, we are 
to pray “with thanksgiving.” As we 
pray for fresh help, we are to thank the 
Lord for past deliverances. Can you 
see why God says our prayers should be 
accompanied with thanksgiving? (It is 
easy to forget to thank Him.) That is 
a good answer and a true one. How- 
ever, I believe there is still another 
reason. As we thank God for past an- 
swers to prayer, our faith is strength- 
ened. He who has cared for us so won- 
derfully in the past is surely able to 
take care of this new difficulty. Verse 
7 speaks of the peace of God which 
passeth all understanding. It was that 
peace which kept the heart and mind of 
Jessudar and the Lee children on the 
last night of their lives. 

How much do we know about that 
wonderful peace? As we daily study 
God’s Word and learn to take every- 
thing to Him in prayer, we also will 
Nave our hearts and minds kept in 
peace, through Christ Jesus. 


. 
FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: ! 
When We Pray (Luke 11:1-4) 


4 HY, Mrs. Tsan, where did you 

come from?” the missionary ex- 
claimed. “Oh, Miss Kan, I’m so tired; 
I’m so tired! I’vé walked fifteen miles 
today.” Her feet were bound, and her 
shoes were not more than three inches 
long. She carried a child wrapped in 
her coat. “I heard you were going away 
soon, and I have not learned the Lord’s 
Prayer yet.” “But why do you not wait 
till I come back again?” “Who knows 
whether I'll be living when you come 
again? I want to learn it now.” “But 
you can’t learn it tonight, and I am going 
away tomorrow morning.” “I must 
learn it tonight. I will learn it tonight. 
I'll learn it right now. You begin.” So 
the missionary (Mrs, Isaac Headland) 
began, and the woman repeated it after 
her, She would not go to bed, nor let 
the missionary go to bed, until she could 


repeat the prayer from beginning to end, ° 


How important it was for this woman 
to know how to talk to the great 
Heavenly King who had become her 
Father when she believed in Christ, her 
Saviour? She probably could not read, 
and had no Bible, so she could only 
learn it from another Christian. Prob- 
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ably you leumiia it from others, too, 
But do you remember where Paul told 
Timothy everything a Christian needed 
could be found? 
many of you grew this week by reading 
the Bible and trying to obey it, every 
day? I hope you will keep on growing 
in obedience, truth, and Bible reading 
this week. 

Now let us use the Bible to see about 
growing in prayer. (Put a P on the 
next division of the measuring stick.) 
Would you know where to tell Mrs, Tsan 
to find the Lord’s Prayer in a Bible? 
It is in. two places, but this time we 
will find it in Luke 11. Other people 
besides Mrs. Tsan have wanted to know 
how to talk to God. Who in verse 1? 
So the Lord Jesus told them just what 
to talk about, and even the very words 
they could use. He tells seven things 
to pray about, three that our Father 
wants and four that we need. Let’s see 
if we can find them, (List pn the black- 
board: 1. His holy name, 2. His King- 
dom. 3. His will. 4. Food. 5. Forgive- 
ness. 6, Doing wrong. 7. Gétting hurt.) 

Make application of each to the chil- 
dren’s sphere: (1) swearing; (2) friends 
to be saved, work of missionaries in 
foreign lands; (3) obedience of self, of 
groups like class and school; (4) other 
things besides food needed for living; 
(5) confession of sins to God, and a for- 
giving spirit to others; (6) disobedience, 
lying, forgetting to read Bible and pray; 
(7) fear of the dark, H-bombs, (Some 
consider the last two petitions of the 
prayer as only one. But it is simpler 
with children to make each clause a 
separate idea: one for deliverance from 
personal yielding to sin, and one for 
deliverance from harm coming from 
without, though the two be but the front 
and back views of the same idea.) 

Have each pupil prepare a prayer re- 
minder to hang by his bed: a colored 
print of a child at prayer mounted on 
a piece of construction paper. (The 
prints may be obtained at a religious 
supply store for a few cents apiece.) 
Or prayer reminders which glow in the 
dark may be given. (But these are 
more expensive, usually about_15 cents 
apiece.) Write the Memory Verse on it: 
“Be still, and know that I am God” (Psa. 
46:10). On the back have Bible refer- 
ences for. prayer copied, one for each 
day of the week (John 14:14; Psa, 66:18; 
Matt. 6:9-13; Psa. 55:17; Matt. 6:14, 15; 
1 Thess. 5:17, 18; Matt. 7:7, 8).. 

Orono, MAINE. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


Yes, in the Bible. How , 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


‘“ OMMY, I don’t want to be alon#!” 

Jimmy called downstairs. He 
had gone to bed as he always did every 
night all by himself. But, for some 
unknown reason, on this night he de- 
cided he didn’t want to be alone. Sev- 
eral times he called, but ‘either his 
mother didn’t hear him or else she 
thought he would soon tire of: calling 
and get back to bed. But when all of a 
sudden Jimmy started to cry véry loudly, 
his mother hurried into the’ house and 
up the stairs two at a time. 

“Why, Jimmy, whatever is the matter? 
I’m surprised at a big boy like you cfry- 
ing and not wanting to be alone. What 
has happened?” His mother had her 
arms around her big-little boy. 

“It’s so quiet up here, and there’s no- 
body to talk to, and it’s dark, and I’m 
alone. Mommy, I don’t want to be alone. 
I get lonesome.” Jimmy had stopped 
cpying now. And he and his mother 
were together on his bed. 

“But, Jimmy, you are never, never 
never alone! Eyer since the day ,you 
asked the Lord Jesus to come into your 
heart, He has been with you every mo- 
ment. And God’s Holy Spirit is always 
within you. God, our Heavenly Father, 
always sees you (Gen. 16:13), and often 
He. is waiting for you to talk with Him. 
And more often still, He is longing that 
you will be nice and quiet so that He 
can speak with you (Psa. 46:10). You 
remember how long, long ago in the 
pitchy-dark of night, God talked with 
Samuel? And, since you are so wide- 
awake tonight, it may be that God is 
longing to tell you something very, very 
special. God makes strong Christians of 
those who spend time with Him (Isa. 
40:30, 31). And, Jimmy boy, Daddy and 
I want—more than anything else in the 
world—that our boy will be the strong 
kind of Christian who will often hear 
God’s voice and obey it!” 

“But, Mommy, I prayed during family 
worship, and I said my prayers before 
I got in bed. I said the Lord’s Prayer, 
too. I don’t know what else to say.” 

Daddy, who had been standing out- 
side Jimmy’s door and hearing all that 
was being said, came in right then. 
“There are so many things to be prayed 
for, that I'm sure, Jimmy, that even if 
you stayed awake all night you could 
not get finished!” he exclaimed. “You 
know how many things, you and I have 
to talk over with each other when Iv 
get home from work at night.. Well, 
God is the Christian’s: Heavenly Father. 
And there are many, many things we 
should talk over with Him: :The Lord 
Jesus gave the prayer known as‘ the 


Lord’s Prayer to -His disciples to show ~ 


them how to pray. He did not .mean 
they were simply to say the same words 
over and over again. In fact, once He 
warned against that very thing (Matt, 
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“T FOUND 
MY MESSIAH” 


So exclaimed a young Jewish soldier 
returning to his home.and business after 
the war. A simple tract, ‘‘What Is a 
Christi@n?’’ presented in the proper 
way was instrumental in introducing him 
to the Gospel. An intensive mental 
and spiritual struggle followed resulting 
in a glorious climax of ttiumph that 
brought this glad cry to his lips. 


Multiply Such Victories 


For I am not ashamed of the Gospel 

of Christ: for it is the power of God 

unto salvation to every one that be- 

lieveth; to the Jew first, and also to 

the Greek.—Romans 1:16. ; 
The Jew you pass on the street may be 
looking for the true Messiah with a. 
heavy, hungry heart. Six million such 
are walking up and down in America 
today. . . unsaved, burdened with prej- 
udice, seeking they know not what. Let 
is be your hands and feet in carrying 
out this commission to the lost sheep of 
the House of Israel. We have the 
missionaries, the equipment, the ex- 
perience, and the training. 


‘‘T will bless them that bless thee’’ was 
the promise of God to Abraham and 
his descendants. Your prayers, your 
gifts given in the namé of Him who 
wept over Jerusalem can be the means 
of bringing to the lips of many Jews 
here and abroad the glad, resounding 
cry, “I have found my Messiah, the 
hope of Israel, for whom my heart has 
yearned.’’ 


The time is short (James 5:8) 
The need is great (John 4:35) 
The responsibility is yours (Matt. 25:45) 


We pray you may be led to have fellow- 
ship with us ip this world-wide work, 
bléssed of God for more than sixty 
years. ° 
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On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what te buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance te you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help of 

these colamns? 
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6:7). But our prayers should be in the 
“manner” of the prayer He taught. His- 
disciples (Matt. 6:9). 

“We start with the words,.‘Our Father 
which art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy 
name.’ Have you ever stopped and 
thought about the words ‘Our Father’? 
First of all that means that we are His 
sons. And fathers and sons love each 
other, don’t they? Then, too, fathers 
and sons are like each other. Often they 
look alike and act alike. Why not, while 
you are lying here in your bed, tell God 
how much you love Him? Then why not 
ask Him to help you to live and act like 
Him? Fathers, you know, try to supply 
their sons’ needs. They watch over their 
sons as carefully as possible. Talk to 
God about the things you need, Jimmy. 
Thank Him, too, for watching over you 
all of the time. Fathers try to guide 
their sons so that they will have happy, 
successful lives. So I should think it 
would be a good idea if you would talk 
over with God. the matter of how you 


‘should live each day, so that you will 


be sure to be where He wants you to 
be when you are grown up. As much as 
we would like to be with you all of the 
time, son, we want—even more—that 
you should have lots and lots of time 
to be alone with your Heavenly Father.” 

Ever after that night, Jimmy was 
never lonesome! 

Among Us Teachers: Were you one of 
the teachers who purchased the series 
entitled “Learning To Grow the Bible 
Way”?1 If so, you will want to use 
Lesson 9 together with today’s lesson. 
In. it there are the stories of answers to 
prayer that have to do with two chil- 
dren—Samuel and Rhoda. Their exam- 
ples should be an encouragement to your 
boys and girls. The retelling of these 
beautiful stories in connection with the 
verses assigned today will doubtless be 
invaluable in helping your children to 
“Grow Through Prayer.” 





i Available at Christian bookstores, or from 
International Child Evangelism Fellowship, 
P.O. Box 616, Pacific Palisades, Calif., $3.10. 


LANCASTER, PA. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 581) 

1. Luke (9:28). 

2. After hearing Him pray. 

3. So far as the record goes,~twice. 
Once in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 
6:9-13), and here, in our lesson portion. 
‘4. John 17. 

5. Those who have a right to call God, 


’ Father. See John 1:12. 


6. The forgiveness of a sinning child 
of God; with a view to preserving or 


restoring fellowship. 


7: The persistent friend (Luke 11:5-8), 
and the persistent widow (Luke 18:1-5). 

8. By the use of the words, “Ask... 
seek ... knock. , .” (Luke 11:9). 
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9. By His reference to stones for bread, 
and the like. Such an allusion would 
have been meaningless if God’s answers 
did not sometimes look like that. 


10. Prayer’s companions are Rejoicing 
and Thanksgiving (Golden Text). 


ELmMuurstT, ILL. 
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Plagued With Summeritis? 
(Continued from page 577) 


excellent, authoritative background for 
this lesson. While the other speakers 
of the month were not so peculiarly as- 
sociated with the subject that they 
taught, they were anticipated and re- 
ceived with great interest. Some were 
teachers of classes in other Sunday 
schools, whose reputation as teachers ex- 
tended beyond their own church walls. 
In one.instance, a new member of our 
own Sunday school, who had. taught a 
class before he moved to our town, was 
the teacher of the morning. 

During this same period, some of our 
teachers taught in other Sunday schools 
that were following the same plan as 
our school. 

This plan proved profitable in many 
ways. Attendance held up remarkably 
well, as many looked forward to hear- 
ing these “new” teachers. Our own 
teachers enjoyed their “vacations,” as-~ 
well as the opportunity to htar other 
teachers. Those who were invited to 
teach elsewhere naturally were glad to 
have these opportunities for service. 
Visiting teachers seemed to enjoy talk- 
ing to new groups for a change. Natu- 
rally the ties of fellowship and brother- 
hood between the various co-operating 
churches and denominations were. fur- 
ther strengthened. 

York, Pa, 

we 


The Roman Empire . . . Revived? 
(Continued from page 577) 


fountains, seas turning into gory red as 
they reflect the blood of martyrs slain 
because of their fidelity to the truth of 
God. 

The one bright’ spot in this chapter, 
with all its awful forebodings, is found 
in the little word “given” (Rev. 13:5, 7). 
This great crisis is not allowed to run 
on forever unchecked, but is to be lim- 
ited by the decree of an Almighty God. 
In spite of all the Devil’s power and 
rage, its limitations are firmly fixed; be- 
yond God’s boundaries it cannot go. Thé 
One who sits upon the throne still has 
the scepter in His hand, This revived 
empire cannot appear before God's per- 
missive time. No human power can 
bring it on the scene before its ap- 
pointed time. The Church must first be 
removed. The Holy Spirit must be with- 
drawn. The Dragon must be in person 
on the earth. Its exact time on God’s 
prophetic calendar is plainly written 
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down by the pen of inspiration. It ap- 
pears at the end of the “times of the 
Gentiles.” The Devil cannot grasp this 
power until it is given to him by an 
Almighty God and he will be helpless 
to act until the hour has struck on God’s 
prophetic clock. 

It will be limited as to its duration. 
This amount of time is carefully specified 
in four different ways: in days, in 
months, in years, and also in the He- 
brew form—‘“a time, times, and an half” 
(Dan. 12:7; Rev. 12:14), or three and 
one half years. 

Our glorious Lord will descend in ir- 
resistible power and magnificent glory 
with His armies of Heaven, crushing 
His many foes, and will establish His 
Kingdom that shall never be moved, a 
Kingdom eternal and universal, and He 
shall reign forever and ever. “Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus.” 


(To be continued) 
" 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 25 


1. Why Pray Anyway? 
(Psa. 34:1-8; Matt. 7:7-11; Jas. 1:5-7) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
é ETTING Results From Praying” is 
the overall topic for this week 
and next week. Perhaps many of us, 
if asked the question posed by this 
week’s topic, “Why Pray Anyway?” 
would answer, on first thought, “To get 
things from God.” Now it is true that 
much of our praying, perhaps far too 
much, is of the personal petition type. 
But this week’s topic should help our 
young people’s group to see that there 
is a far deeper and more important pur- 
pose in prayer than merely getting some- 
thing that we want. 


Prayer Ras well been likened to the 
Christian’s spiritual breath, and when 
we ask the question, “Why pray any-, 
way?” we might just as well say, “Why 
breathe?” Prayer is one of the means 
by which the Christian keeps alive and 
active and useful. It is through prayer 
that we keep in fellowship with otr 
Heavenly Father and give Him the op- 
portunity to speak to us and to do for 
us what He longs to do in making us 
strong and efficient and profitable Chris- 
tians. 

bd 

We need to pray in order that we may 
get God’s viewpoint on all that concerns 
us. In the workaday: world, there are 
many things that distract and discour- 
age and bewilder, and we are very likely’ 
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to get some warped ideas about life and 
its problems. But, when we get alone 
with God and let Him show us things 
from His viewpoint, we begin to see 
order out of chaos and the reason for 
many things that we could not under- 
stand when we were in the midst of 
problems and difficulties. David, you 
will remember, found this to be true. 
He was very much disturbed about the 
prosperity of the wicked. He became 
disheartened and discouraged for it 
seemed to him that men who cared noth- 
ing for God and disobeyed His laws 
nevertheless flourished, whereas those 
who sought to do the right thing seemed 
to suffer hardship (Psa, 73). But when 
David went into the sanctuary and into 
the presence of God, he began to under- 
stand something of the terrible peril and 
desolation of the wicked fin comparison 
to the goodness of God and the direction 
and counsel that were his reward for 
faithfulness and righteousness. 


oe 

We need to pray in order that we may 
receive direction and guidance from our 
Heavenly Father. Perhaps some of us 
have already discovered -that about the 
best thing we can do under our own 
direction and planning is to make a mess 
of things, and all too often we have seen 
our best laid plans go awry and end in 
confusion and disappointment. But God 
does not intend it to be,so. As our 
Scripture portion from James 1 shows 


s. a 
You Like Comic Books? 

A boy read a Comic, got his red 
jacket, said, “I can fly, too,” jumped 
off the cliff, died. hildren caught 
in robbery said, “We read it in 
a Comic Book.” . 

ONE Christian magazine of comic 
size for children, with comics, sto- 
ries, puzzles, contests, ete,, is avail- 
able. Replace the bad with the 


$2.50 a year 
MY CHUM Box SS = Highland, Ill. 
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He Knows 


With thousands this boy 
has learned Bible verses 
of soul winning er. 
By reciting 300 fe has 
earned a week at one ot 
our Bible camps. What 
about the other 19 Million 
unsaved boys and girls? 
$10.00 will providea week 
of camp for one of them. 
Write for Literature 
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‘A WORLD TOUR WITH JESUS 
by tse L. Schlaitzer 
Children love these thrilling continued stories 
_ = parts) about boys and girls in other 

spiritual lesson in each chapter. 1.75 
BIBLE PUZZLE BOOK 
by Stella M. Rudy Nove fun work- 
ing these new Bible crossword puzzies. 65¢ 
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HELP IS NEEDED 


For Destitute 
Hebrew 
Christian 
Children 


Only by the support and contributions Sora 
ALL Christians can we maintain our estab- 
lished missions in the United-States, Europe, 
and the Holy Land, and our unique OR- 
PHANAGE in. Haifa. 

HELP US to carry on the work of CHRIST 
amongst these hungry and needy Christian 
children. 

WITH YOUR HELP they 4dre being trans- 
formed out of voy into happiness and 
health—loving their Lord and Saviour. 


SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TODAY 


Address all communications to: 


The American European Bethel Mission, Inc, 
252 N. Dillon Street Dept.ST Los Angeles 26, "Calif. 
™~ s mission for over half a century has been en- 

rsed by renowned Christian teegeee in the United 
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does not berate us or mock us for our 
lack of wisdom, but He freely and gladly 
gives us direction and counsel that we 
need. 

Let us be certain of one thing, how- 
ever. God does not reveal His will and 
His way to us mérely that we may then 
make up our minds whether or not we 
want to do His will. He asks us to 
recognize first of all that His will is the 


very best that could possibly come to. 


us, and then to come to Him for direc- 
tion with the determination that we will 
do His will the moment we know what 
it is. Ef we are willing to come to Him 
in prayer with that kind of an attitude, 
we may be absolutely certain that He 
will lead us and guide us. He may not 
show us the whole way at first, but He 
will show us the next step, and then the 
next, and then the next, until we are 
walking surely and certainly in the way 
that He has already mapped out for each 
one of us. 
ye 


. Finally, there is an element in prayer 
that we sometimes, in our haste and zeal, 
overlook. Which of us would rush into 
the presence of any one of our earthly 
friends, make a few demands for help, 
and then rush out again without giving 
that friend the opportunity to speak to 
us? Do we not sometimes conduct our 
prayer life after such a fashion? If there 
is real love in our hearts toward God 
it will not be so, 

A minister was shut away in his study, 
one day, busy in sermon preparation. As 
he studied and meditated, he ‘became 
conscious that someone else was in the 
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room, although he heard no sound. He 
looked around, and there near the door 
was his little boy, sitting quietly- upon 
his stool just looking at him. 

“What is it you want, Son?” asked 
the minister. 

“Oh, nothing, Daddy,” came the reply. 
“I was just sitting here loving you.” 


we 
When your prayer life and mine can 
reach the place where we delight to come 
into God’s presence, not because we want 
something, or have some request to 
make, but just because we love to be with 
Him, then we shall have realized in our 
hearts the greatest of all purposes in 
prayer. And what is more, we shall find 
in that attitude of love and devotion 
and worship that all that our Heavenly 
Father has is ours, and our every need 
and desire will be met because, first of 
all, He is our leving Father and we are 
His children, and that He delights to do 
for us infinitely above all that we can 
ask or think. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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The Author of 
“The Life That Wins” 


OST readers of THE Sunpay ScHoor 

Times have at least heard of that 
excellent pamphlet on the victorious 
life, “The Life That Wins,” by Dr. 
Charles G. Trumbull. Many perhaps 
have used the pamphlet for distribution. 
But perhaps few are aware that the full 
text of the pamphlet is available in a 
cloth-bound little book, which also con- 
tains intimate glimpses of Dr, Trum- 
bull’s life, 4 review of his outstanding 
achievements, and impressions of eleven 
of his intimate friends. This seventy-one 
page book, entitled “Charles G. Trum- 
bull,” was prepared by his lifetime 
friend and business associate, Dr. Philip 
E. Howard, Sr. 

Would you not like to send this message 
of victory over sin and discouragement 
and failure, coupled with the inspiring 
story of the life of its author, to a num- 
ber of loved ones, or friends, or ac- 
quaintances? You may do so for only 
50 cents a copy, in any quantity, cloth- 
bound. Just ask for “Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull,” and address The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5. 
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Was Faber a Catholic? 
(Continued from second page) 


troduction was written by “Brother 
Azarias,” Rock Hill College, May 1, 1880, 
and entitled “Father Faber’s Hymns.” 
The writer said: 

“From the outset of his literary career, 
Faber’s poetical talent was recognized. 
When he announced to Wordsworth his 
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intention of taking a curacy in the 
Anglican Church, the poet remarked: 
‘I do not say you are wrong; but Eng- 
land loses a poet.’ Be it so. England 
has lost a poet; the Anglican Church 
afterwards, in losing him, lost one of 
its most zealous ministers; but, at the 
same time, Catholics throughout the 
English-speaking world, in gaining him, 
gained one of the sweetest singers of the 
Church’s mysteries, her sacraments, her 
saints, her ceremonies and her glories. 
A man of exquisite delicacy of feeling 
and generous impulse and continuous 
elevation of thought, the poet embodied 
in his book of Hymns the flowering of 
all the sublime emotions and visions that 
passed over his heart and mind. These 
Hymns represent in their heavenward 
aspiration and spiritualizing tendency, 
the poet’s eminently Christian spirit and 
deep concern for his soul’s salvation.” 
The six other stanzas of Faber’s hymn, 
“The Will of God,” are as follows: 


I love to see thee bring to nought 
The plans of wily men; 

When simple hearts outwit the wise, 
Oh thou art loveliest then! 
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The headstrong world, it presses hard 
Upon the Church full oft, 

And then how easily thou turnst 
The hard ways into soft. 


I love to kiss each print where thou 
Hast set thine unseen feet: 

I cannot fear thee, blessed Will! 
Thine empire is so sweet. 


I know not what it is to doubt; 
My heart is ever gay; 

I run no risk, for come what will 
Thou always hast thy way. 


Man's weakness waiting upon God 
“Its end can never miss, 

For men on earth no work can do 
More angel-like than this. 


Ride on, ride on triumphantly, 
Thou glorious Will! ride on; 

Faith’s pilgrim sons behind thee take 
The road that thou hast gone. 


For Family Worship 


By Ermest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 19 to 25 


Mon.—Luke 11:1-13. Learning To Pray. 

Prayer SuccesTions: “Lord, teach us 
to pray.” We never can learn to pray 
until we have such a desire to learn 
to pray as the disciples indicated when 
they asked the Lord to instruct them in 
the essential holy art of prayer. Have 
you ever asked the Lord to teach you 
out of His Word to pray? Many Chris- 
tians come to -the end of life without 
knowing any of the greater blessings 
of God’s greatest kindnesses connected 
with prayer. They finish life without 
ever having been caught in that sweet 
snare called “answered prayer.” Read 
Psalm 116. Pray for the converts of the 
Billy Graham meetings in London. 


Tues.—Philippians 4:4-9. 
Prayer With Thanksgiving. 
Prayer SuccestTions: “With thanksgiv- 
ing.” The Lord loves to welcome grate- 
ful souls at tne Throne of Grace. Bet 
us all “enter into his gates with thanks- 
giving, and into his courts with praise: 
be thankful unto him, and bless his 
name” (Psa. 100:4). Follow the good 
example of your Lord in prayer, and say, 
“I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because ., .” (Matt. 11:25). 
“With thanksgiving” is just another way 
of saying, “And forget not all his bene- 
fits’ (Psa. 103:1). Pray for the Lake 
Louise ,Conferences, Toccoa, Ga. 


Wed.—Isaiah 40:28-31. 
Renewed Strength. 
PraYER SuGcEsTIONS; “They that wait 
the Lord shall renew their 
strength.” And they that do not “wait 
upon the Lord” have only one alterna- 
tive, and that is to “faint” under their 
tribulations, under which, if they really 
prayed, they would not “cave in” (lit.), 
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PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN LIVING 


by 
Lieut.-Gen. William K. Harrison, Jr. 


An ideal pamphlet to mail to young men 
and women in the armed forces or to 
hand out to service.men or to make 
-available at USO centers. 








24-page pamphlet for 10 cents 
50 cents for six — 90 cents for twelve — 
$3.50 for fifty — $6.00 for one hundred 
All prices postpaid 
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Twice Born—and Then? 


By Rev. Andrew Gib, Litt.D., F.R.G.S. 
Founder and President of “Evangelize China” Fellowship 


In two parts: The Story 
and The Message. The 
first part is autobiograph- 
ical, dealing with the con- 
version and witnessing of 
Andrew Gih, son of a 
Confucianist scholar. 
The second part is a 
powerfully evangelical 
message. 
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How To Get More Enjoyment 
Out of Life... 


Invest in an American Bible 
Society Annuity where your 
money does a vital Christian 
work, 


You can enjoy the generous, regu- 
lar, assured income you receive 
from your American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreement with a clear 
conscience, for your meney, safely 
invested in carefully selected, safe 
securities during your lifetime, 
helps to advance a Great Cause. 

It is used to translate the Scrip- 
tures into all languages and to dis- 
tribute them wherever the light of 
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American Bible Society, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS-3 entitled 
“A Gift That Lives.” 
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Truth is needed, always “without 
note or comment” and in impartial 
cooperation with all denominations. 

Scriptures go to Korea where our 
boys crave the comfort and spirit- 
ual uplift of God’s Word, to all our 
armed forces wherever they are, to 
prisoners, to refugees, to the spirit- 
ually needy in Africa, Formosa, 
Hong Kong, Japan, and in the dark 
forgotten jungles of South America. 

No wonder ABS Annuitants live 
longer-than-average lives and get 


‘more joy out of life! Learn how you 


too may give and receive greatly. 
Send for the interesting, illuminat- 


ing booklet, “A Gift That Lives.” 
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and would have a “song in the night.” 
It is easier to go up the hills of trouble 
on the wings of prayer. If you want 
despair then live without prayer. Pray 
for Montrose Bible Conference, Mont- 
rose, Pa, 


Thurs.—Psalm 96:1-8. Praise in Worship. 


Prayer Succestions: “Sing unto the 
Lord, bless his name.” Come to God 
with songs. Always bless Him while 
you adore Him. As your soul bows be- 
fore Him in adoring contemplation, bless 
Him with joyful lips and with a grate- 
ful heart. He is worthy to be praised. 
Render unto Him the honor due, and be 
grateful to Him through and through. 
“Great is the Lord, and greatly to be 
praised.” In this unthankful age let 
every believer praise, adore, and mag- 
nify God. Pray for the Blue Water Con- 
ference, Chatham, Ont., Can. 


Fri—Psalm 86:1-10. Unceasing Prayer. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I cry unto thee 
daily.” The blessed “trap” of answered 
prayer is certain to keep one continu- 
ally at prayer. If you have “tasted that 
the Lord is gracious” you will love to 
have Him always before you and always 
attentive to the voice of your cry. Folks 
who get answers to ‘their prayers find 
themselves entranced and entrapped by 
the blissful blessings from Heaven. Have 
you found that prayer is your chief 
necessity for spiritual enjoyment and 
progress? Pray for Maranatha Bible and 
Missionary Conference, Muskegon, Mich. 


Sat.—Psalm 8. A Prayer of Adoration. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “O Lord our 
Lord, how excellent is thy name in all 
the earth!” In your contemplation of 
God do not stop until, by means of the 
Word and the help of the Spirit, you 
are lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
Our best prayers are prayers of adora- 
tion. Is God so great and glorious in 
your eyes that beneath your contempla- 
tion your heart and voice sink op- 
pressed? Live in the worship psalms. 
Dwell upon the fourth and fifth chapters 
of the Revelation. A soul with even a 
spark of grace will burst forth into 
praise of Him who liveth forever and 
ever, while musing thus on His glory. 
Pray for Moody Week (this week) at 
Winona Lake Bible Conference, Winona 
Lake, Ind, ° 


Sun.—Psalm 4. Trusting God. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Put your trust 
in the Lord.” When you stop to think 
of it, the only one in the universe who 
can be really trusted is GOD. You 
have trusted in yourself, and, at times, 
in man, and you have been sadly 
disillusioned. But you have never 
trusted God in the way He commands 
you to trust Him, so you have found 
disappointment. “Let none that wait 
on thee be ashamed” (Psa. 25:3). 
Have you discovered how faithful and 
gracious the Lord is? Pray for Amer- 
ica’s Keswick, Keswick Grove, N. J. 
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